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HI STORI C NAMES OF PROPERTY

Hunt ers Chapel United Methodist Church, previ
Epi scopal Church

ADDRESS OF PROPERTY

18423 John Connor Road
Cornel i us, NC 28031

Single Fami-AgrRagiedent i al

LAND/ ACREAGE

2. R6r es

APPRAI SED VALUE

The designation would not affect the owner s
religioudsi mdt iJtamtuiaogry. 2021, the total apprais
i $824, 700

RECOMMENDATI ON FOR DESI GNATI ON

The Commi ssion recommends ctementde xttyneer i porro poe r tt yh ec
with phecehxfor historic designation.

NAME/ ADDRESS OF CURRENT PROPERTY OWNER
Hunters Chapel Met hodi st Episcopal Church
18428hn Connor Road

Cor neNd uz2s8 031

DESI GNATI ON REPORT CONTENTS

This report includes maps and representative
skedamahr chi tectur al description of the property
propmadtys the criteria for de®Qiddbnation set for

|l . Abstract
Statement of Significance

Hunt er sUnOhtaepde IMet hodi st Church qualifies for |
hi storical and cultural significance to the p



Meckl enbuBbatCeanbp pfionugn df eadmitl hi ea sc otnhger etdudrtni oonf 't
centuthédeedendants remain active more than 11
|l ocation was inWaitegfanmef sBkatkiaading crop
The formationionft hakdaoMcyerda@thOes church and cem
its curriemt 1vh@® Icshtl iiisou md d drelsy d e nt Tha&d h ugrrcohwt h

reprddenmaerad@sald i nstiftwutio®nladc ptasd .@an John Conn
t hor owmgamfeadr 6 or one of few early Afr i afaaar M mer |
and a membeofofthe churchds founding families.

St at eonfenltnt egr ity

LocaitHuomnt er s Chapel Uni ted Methodist Church r e
| ocation, as i tc thrarse rbte esmni tl e cxaitreadde at961 sand i s
l ocati on.
Desilgmnt ers Chapel United Methodist Church rei
though it includes an addition erected within
mai nt ains i ts aonrdi ginncaolr paoprpaetaersa ntchee wooden st ee
1909 sitrlulted ulreter addition in the rear and t he
represents t hendpigeintwadf afgleelx blyi they Met hodi st
iHmgt er s Chapel Uni ted Methodist Church 1is
area that has experienced explosive growth in
from the farming and | eisure communities that
Mat eiHahmtser s Chapel Uni ted Methodist Church r e
materials. The 1961 brick fa-ade, the 1909 st
windows remain fully i ntwdaaetch Asirde sf rsd mgthhd ya
massing, tshemwenvalndlifcawi ons.

Wo r k manksuhnitper s Chapel Uni sed Met haldl etefhmptah

Moderni st chureah uarn ;mmlgi tae dtunmrceg i onal , mini mal i s
ruratemtdry African American churches that re]
structures. While the architect is unknown, t
provi dbd Mgt hodi sdtu rdienngo niihnaatt itoinme

FeeliDagpite the surroundHuogteesi @Gehapehbl|l Udeved
Chuéshmaterials, | ocation, property and terrai
bui lsdiithsg cl| osaendt a st hsaurrrocaudn ded begmgtrereyn 0P einn st
sout hwest corner of the property. A wooded boi
t hreural Faefye, TmMedern homesascsaemnbwadehnigshteéohre hcyp r

character.

Assoctitautnitoenr s Chapel Uni ted Methodist Church i
family church that once senreenda apsl & dhhee Acdo mmourng |



families move away and new residents move i n,
County, these types of structures are becoming

1. Maps

Location 1

The churchés first | ocation on BeatThies Ford
portion of the 1911 C. A. nSaprrikdstnt erapPw Otf b pMeelc k| e
cross, indicating a churchThbefenéitkepexti sbea
of ABeatty Ford Roado waswiithkéhyLlkméiegweg & wihdh
towns of Cornelius and Davidson are within De

1911 Map of Me ckitltems:u/r/gd cC.oluini.yunc. edu/ cdm/ ref/ coll ectio

Thmapel owper i PpPa34esglap whehl911 . TShper artetd nearpr o w
indicate$wutricd ,1 omwavt iucmm er; Ltahkee yNeolrlmbawmn ar r ow 1 n


https://dc.lib.unc.edu/cdm/ref/collection/ncmaps/id/959

currentThecaltigmment is slightVvegfaB&awifias ROt
Road.

Hi st oric Qutetrpsay/ /Maepbmd p $/. iumtce red@t/ hBa/1EMPhD

Location 2

shows the c¢chur chmMeagciuyrroeunatd eldo cbay
b oTrhheo ogrean li e ® n k' ad onni nnogr C dQuurat\s

ion of the Connor family recre
oc agd minffdmblsaiwnegge t heasat obf Behet i
hm®3Che nomre Kofaal lisn u®der the ju

The map bel o
hlghlmeﬂumén
once the | oc
first church
was renamed J
Cornel i us.
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https://web.lib.unc.edu/nc-maps/interactive/Cm912-60_1911s.php
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ﬁbﬂvalPobha'rSssq. meckl enburgcountync. gov/

1 T Hi stori cal Sketch
African Amédreithamds sann d

Students at Christ Church Coll ege in Oxford U
the Wh2Wwedr ked to serve the needs of Londonbés |
the American colonies embraced the Wesl eyan m
Societies spread along the eastern sneatbhobear d a
Met hodi st Episdepaimid&dahuriicsimt naats tCoenf et emd s oi n 1
reaffiaoppedsiittisoant ttoh e | cdousfoyrhe ramesd atvreele Af r i can
Americans were drawn to the denomination

Racdiafff erences in the United States prompted s
before and after the Civil War. Groups of Bl at

lEric C. Lincol n anTdhelL aBwraecnkc eC hHi. rAciite miii ny atnh dbxApfdrrdimeanndDal k e
University,PdDOss, 1990


https://polaris3g.mecklenburgcountync.gov/address/60298

formed the African Methodist Episcopal (A. M. E
Epi scopgal. MCIECChdroh)in 1820. I n 1844, the rema
Church, comprised of both Black and White wor
Met hodi st EpastemabpBdseld wbitkhbbatvleo gi st Epi sc

Soupehr mit heednstituti oh among its members

The end of the war diwi nhhitnl elhe denomicnatli omt¢
I n the ant dthel lem | mesreidod,f t en wor Hluterpeed wi t h
relegated to gAallteriemdocgpatrceomidesr om whit e
and formed t heiwhiown ocfhfuerrceldesspi ri tual autonon
peopl e udibOlkowBgliaedye membpo-whirp @a retv hNefh r Mairgthh
Chuoshinvol vement in organithnoumhsshen&raedml
Socjetmyg sout hern Black Methodists branched of
Epi scobater Christian Met Od diegts Preitsdo pale)d de
Bl ack conferences withi nistelge eMattlread iumti t Bp it had
Bl ack ordained preachers and el etWhed Waptesen
factions of the church mefrgremde@anidnr®2@93d2nabBl q al
were phaegar atne CenThEBJVvangeliisaddlctWmint.ed Br et hr
Met hodi st &€huochommrghe UnitedanMeteh d dnientat €ldur
Central Jurisdiction

EarHwnt er sHCBapel

Hunt er swaGh aepsetlabl i shed achuwawiMedth,0dasdo rEpiimrsg otp@
members, did ,noAMB odin€Mb ed AM&Emi nati ons, thus f
Central Jdontid¢dne®@b8onncl ear whether its foundi
Chur ch maist@arnyns a founding date of 1909, thou
this by sewawae@dalt hgpedHanters Chapel nowmmaiien g e e ms

commuas twel | aist shehifechbenhurg County sheevd dat e
the transfer of 1 I acres west of Beatties Fo
Gill espie to Adam Graham Morrow/ Monro Houston
of Hunters Chappl &Gi lal eMseptiheo dwasst aC hwihricthe. ol and o v
to Torrence Chapel ARMEf tZd eom yCehaarrs blita tee iritel Ges .

publ i shed Aprdad htdlOe lc90I50 rreedo opretopl e of Hunter G
| umber to build a new church. The plans indic
supply thems+ildwd £ wddarrhdcdtnhragp it he congregati or

2Lincoln afde MBima g®06Ghalhc hWesl ey previously expressed t
sl averGenenr ahiimsRulF é 8.

SSt ewart Gray and Paula Stathaki s, AAfNdrctam Q@amealiicrmen DRie
Col |l e,ct(ienpst e mbletrt 90:0/2/)di didt. al . nc dc ra ngeorvi/ eDeoncivimeeenst s/ Det a
me c k1 ecnobuunrtgy / 378695

“Lincoln afdeMBmagw-pChiataoht ed Met hodi st African America
https://gcah. or g#inteitshtadriryddting miet enmleismehi t ed

SEdith SurmmeresMiichwe Iwe, tuldp uhtr & 0 2
SMeckl enburg CounPwug®P&ed Book 007
"Mi chael,eCenhpbooni Bi ecneslsa gletuisEtr & 0 2

4 7


https://digital.ncdcr.gov/Documents/Detail/african-american-resources-in-mecklenburg-county/378695
https://digital.ncdcr.gov/Documents/Detail/african-american-resources-in-mecklenburg-county/378695
https://gcah.org/history/timelines/united-methodist-african-american-timeline/

enterprfThlisngeédws Dbrief i mplies two t,hings: Hu
i nhabommdni tlyemdieyh i Temmwesh sthihe exi sting codogregat
datie.oee(wer, more mAdJdELHhRhr bbtaurettibkelsesl abbuh g a

demonstration satamdanmgn ar nfuambmr of references t
refetrnfief aomers of the Hunterds ChPapel section

Furtherotvitdenchburchodos leixe s tieamceet gpira\eodrd kteon el 9 0
Powreel ocated from the ol d cThhuerocdho rcee ndeothenrsyo nt,o tt
son of J.G. and L. Johnson wadhhiern h&emtas dur
the cshurechyears before the building was erecte
informall ymelkéthderbregun to

i Gravest ohlemeoofdore Johnskeb. 389PQ3 8,
t he ccubrurecnit cem2a®24y Duke Power move

i~

in 1961 to make way for Lake Nor man.

o ’-/':"o “2‘.; i,

Whi |l e wr it tueanv ari é'éadbrldex) ud de not b ec ounngursetigaalt ifoonr a
form i n tERirdeytmamdciest f@Aciroonoi hortsod bfaasrbmvtitreawnes et
fall revi val sandwWa cgEdpemecuiith,gssuper vi sed by
preacher, could include up to 30 meeting plac

SAHunt er svi |,dTeh eHaCphppenAoptigisel Nedws 1905. https:// www. newspa
iDemonstrati omThée CbanbwatyF e2rie wis9 5 1

https:// www. newspapers.com/image/ 618158147/

YDuke Powerfi Reolnopcaantyi on of Various Cemeteries froom Area

Davidson College Archives and Special Collections, n.d.
https://davidsonarchivesandspecialcollections.org/ archi
content/uploads/sites/ 4/ 2013/ 01/ Relocation_Vari ous_Ce me
“Edith YSumnmeerv$wemmers, a former church secretary, said |
damaged in storage.


https://davidsonarchivesandspecialcollections.org/archives/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2013/01/Relocation_Various_Cemeteries_by_Duke_Power_Co.pdf
https://davidsonarchivesandspecialcollections.org/archives/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2013/01/Relocation_Various_Cemeteries_by_Duke_Power_Co.pdf

Services were often haealsldhsee u t d o owesrteo rkiedye rteca b i n
spreading Methodism thrigmghmheet iftd®mt ceunand, rp
souiHu.nt ers Chapel depasReéent Claamcixide dihiad e sass a
circuit woubdggwagwdi bwi l d a structure similar
monetary support from the Methodist conferenc

Ch a p’e |

Regaradfl etslse exact date, bynd9®M®camet rau ctoummea nw d
its foundi Carfremitl icdhhssir ch members remember t he
swall owed up by Lake Nor man. Vera Robertson, :
sitting in the back of the chufltd meadalgli g g i w
church sitting on rocks. I nspdéebwwloivedwmod hfel
mi ddl e of the rectangul ar Hero mf anihley el waesd nion
in the country (also now under Lake Nor man),

through the woods, cr oFksari ntghoas ec rveledk ,d rtov egg,ett he
connecting tRo akteaatt twewl cFogat momnddyethiurci eg woel
i nevitablIRy beehtassotfuacrkd memori es of homecomings,
gat hewreilmdgsundé’r the trees.

African AmeriincamnurahurMelc&kd enburg were communit
ent er t,aismpmantts oci abislpiitryttasaflavemyl f ami | i es wi th

contact thr ofifGpph gt ttoh e hweelh on Sundayhse was t h
week. Those who |ived clseseitceschurmols ewavlhloe dh a
di stances arrived in surreys, multeo ctarawel amidl
for Sunda¥% services

hn Connor Jr. grew up a short walk from the
ndaasy ahayaldvémmwvoyhd | ay out their clothes o
I I owi ng mor aoh mfyga miEtaacshts oof f twhheo mwv owel rde brrei I nagt ead
share during a picnic after Sunday school
ck. It was al l dayéThat was a socializing d
g €tThher chur ch whkarsi tat esce rifysa malribgsagioometom et was mi s
etkhey woul d gheatusae vtiosisteeati ft hssomet hi ng was w
ncerned about d%ne another back then. o

©O®d®OoO®»O OCoOo

Whet her the Methodist Episbapailds adguc Icda rh,el lpetd
woul d have been guiipglledanmiesg avrad | @b £t 1t wc taii @n .
Epi scopal Board of Ghtusrcceht eEbxtt ge nosfi ocnh wprucbh i pslhaends
before Searsi dct Roelbag kfoer houses. Architect Be

2uCir RuderEncycl opedi a Br it ahntntipcsa:,/ /Nwowwe nbbreirt aingnd ec2a0. 1clo m/ t
BCharlie Rhvensiew wiXthi8MiXxthzed.e Lemer e,
“Vera Rqgbédamtteeanwi ew wilXhlOyMiXthed.e Lemer e,

B®Gray and Stathaki s, AAfrican Amé&6éican Resources in Mec¢
®jJolonnoarndirlJames Garfield Connor, Raw fpooviaded oby vi dec
Mi chael Connor.



pl ans, whi ch
The congregation
st olnhemat hledbgped t he
significant growth

8 ARCHITECTURAL PLANS, —CHURCHES.

CHURCH PLAN, No. 1.—PERSPECTIVE.

PrLaNs ror FRAME
22x27 feet,

32 feet, » $3 50
22x37 feet, §

16x27 feet.
16x32 feet, )

> $2 00

)(n"l feet, )
feet, » $3.00
‘UH'[ feet, 5

Price
List.

feet, )
feet, » $2.50

24x32 l'ecl,‘{
24x37 feet, » $4.00
24x42 feet,

‘ 16x22 feet, )
|15
L

18x
183
1
These make neat, phuu frame churches.
The posts of the smaller sizes are 10 feet, and the ceilings 14 feet in
the middle
The posts of the larger sizes are 12 feet, and the ceilings 16 feet 6
inches high in the middle.
The 16x22 feet size will seat 50 persons in the pews. The 24x42
size will seat 200 in the pews.
There is a vestibule in front. No class-rooms. The construction is
of the cheapest character consistent with strength and durability, with
or without plastering. The plans are arranged to be heated by one stove.
The cost varies from $300 to £900.
The belfry of No. 1 B, No. 2 A or No. 5, will be added to these
plans for 50 cents extra.
We have a slight modification of this plan with plain or gothic
windows, enlarged to 34x55 feet, posts 16 feet, ceiling 22 feet, price $8.
Also enlarged to 40x60 feet, posts 18 feet, ceiling 24 feet, price $10.
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CHURCH PLAN, No. 1 B.—PERSPECTIVE.

e }34‘00 D foet, }s:;.uu
PLANS ' 26‘40 2 PLANS FOR 28;)0 der
FOR 4 5eXis o [ 8450 BRrIck Saxon i 18550
Frans. | 26x4 OrR FraME, x00, )
| 30x50 32550 |
X5 « (8600 oxpp ¢« [ $6.50
| 30x55 32xbbH )

The belfry is 4 feet square on the smaller sizes, and 6 feet square on
the larger.

The walls are 14 feet and the ceiling 20 feet high, in the middle.
There is a vestibule in front ; no class rooms.

These plans are heated by stoves.

The 24x40 plan will seat comfortably 160.
200. The 32x50 plan will seat 270.

‘Where labor and materials are cheap, the 24x40 size will cost about
$1,000, and the 32x50 size about $1,600.

The 28x45 plan will seat
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https://archives.gcah.org/items/28552986-3268-4464-9208-f3157d915ab9
https://archives.gcah.org/items/28552986-3268-4464-9208-f3157d915ab9
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This screenshot of images from Mission Photograph Al bui
t he Shtuttms 6/ / catalog.gcah.org/images/ collections/ show/ 1
JomMnConnor : Pi oneering Far mer

Post Civil War Af i inc MMe cAKfinreendoweringt Ifyamh é ¢ ®@me t ena
rented | and and someti mesrl|l etdlgregrbppmrwhivhe
another manods | and and sharedhéhe wengenopablF
exceptions to t hheo gtfurriacd a np oArneerrtiyc aanmofnagr mer s i n
century, and the best examples of substanti al
near Davidson, and in weéetltohMe Dloll @hhisr gCoinm 03 h w
far mer

Co born May 23, 1884ri €heMmereraden ) Count

S

d ,J othmes ofni f t ht loéd fLi9r cthifiladwurenchil dren
Cheasmonés first wife, Nancy Longcry,
after John wer e .pChrena stnoo nSysl viiaa hdea h n sC
Connor, was a'Rwagjiomme nitn otfh et h1le37Uni on A

Civil War and commanded a Col ored Rec
Margaret APeggyo Graham, born 1815,
Comor, a North CaAcocloirndai ncgo ntgor efsasmmal ny.
Cheeseman Connor, born in 1855, <came
with a sister. He was a superintendert
Epi scopal Church, and was a sharecr o]

me mb é°r s .

Undated portraitcolir€ChegsefmaMi €Cbarbdbr Connor.

B¥Gray and Stathakis, fAAfrican Amkétican Resources in Mec
®Mi chael, donntneorrvi ew wi Xt 9MiXthed.e Lemer e,


https://catalog.gcah.org/images/collections/show/183

Jolomnmamrd Roxi e Burton marriaendd osne tGhlreids tima sN oD a
Meckl enbut®d,chialigneeg ( Rosi e Lee, Doward, Geor ¢
Cheeseman, Maggi e, Robert, Garfield, Lewis an
(Sherman Burtoni&red hlee f@Gameor,. John and Roxi e
Hunt ers Chapel Church, where he helop
rep®i nsi19x2i2n, GQamrmchrasedf 6 0ofacBeatties
Road awuction thr@Ugha@haiﬂfabermewbwsy
article, he is d i bed as a for mer
ucation who #@Ah en his father s
i fetime with |
im i f there wadlhhenyrwayQto aarkominhae fiite

escCri
ed ad se
i tt

hi

of 107 Negr osMetcok | ceanbbhifaef Onds wonr Ki ng a:¢
f a

wa

a

|l e to show for hi s

r merae t he Btyi meés writing, Connor hca
s tionuttehdeopapaeving excellent exampl

nd te*racing.
Undancerdtorfalatyoung John Connor.

He grew cqoq¢ommd swswh@gabhr cageng the cottaod ttdhheCor

cane to Cashionds i ni nhusot &rOs iall Il e nf .dralrqr red cse o4
suppl ement the family income, he would send t
eggs and butter to selThaeawmrertehd eBve 8tl taicks fRoi d |
i mmedi ate area, mostly sharecr opcphariedoruebend d g avh i
t @al dwel |l Schoohal3fymalndds taveay Whiictrke ép@totpolne f or
mi dcentury, most of the Connor children were
military, moved away or pursued other I|ines o
much of the Whitaen darHdi nBlea csk -Qflvearprald b@h.@imelle r wat €
remainder of John Connor 6s | and would become

Lake Nor man -aemdt urhy mo wWe

By the | ate 1950s, Duke Power (now Dlukreg Energ
damn the CaaawBawlkpliwgdFoelde sttrajacnadmoawedr2, 500 ac
| aak&de company had been acquiring | and since t
mostly famidadifrag mipntdo t he dhembésewowal et wawn ¢

over the Battle of Cowands FoWd| Re®dDmlvi tls@mar y
was killed; two temxdainhyemens | |l shamdhes | | ageisnes:
were not tall enoughordieneqof pe dmbhint Commoyg s .so
65 1. headoeeisgihrualch o oPekd pP Dwere ntbeer  all9s600 wa s

22pr . DMonr rGiAlnl African Americ@gnCRaWMimekltemduHg sHWsferic La
Commi ssi,anht pli1998andmar k-camwtmenn s/ u o nofd rgihAdmprt YFad@ 8eAn
An-#li-Wi fe. pdf .

2Meckl enburg CounRagde®®e ed Book 485,

2fi0One Fifth of MecklenbwTQeCﬁhatlyM)aFytanBl wls%9a4r%e¢ Negr o
https://www. newspapers.com/image/ 622026725/
Z2JolComnnoWT\Viraw f,002@Qe.

“Meckl enburg CoauOPlagPe 88 Book



https://www.newspapers.com/image/622026725/
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|l mage from the churchés deed of the ori Merckll ealbbwmrgh pr
County Deed Book9RQRtld ,t Pagfesotldnhi nt Adidtrth ev» eavlamirech ealnd ¢
to Beatties Ford Raddapréommenr tCo ntnoo rDwkod dt the sf ol | owi ng mo

Though the old church hweouwlodhhgsegrmtho® ndsb mewg dd
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SUGGESTIONS FOR GROWTH
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North El evati on
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Rear (west) Elevation
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Cemetery
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Setting

The church sign facing driverssbapéddhgr@uerhodr Roadaywa!



