
Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION 

Survey Committee  
March 26, 2025 

2100 Randolph Road, Charlotte 
6:03 p.m. – 7:12 p.m. 

Minutes 

 

Present 
Dontressa Ashford, Survey Committee Chair 
Lesley Carroll, HLC Treasurer 
John Kincheloe (remote) 
Candice Leite, Charlotte Historic District Commission visitor 
Michael Rogers (remote)  
Edwin Wilson (remote) 
Stewart Gray, HL Director 
Tommy Warlick, HL Historic Preservation Specialist 
Elizabeth Stuart, HL Senior Administrative Support Assistant 
 
Absent 
Whitney Feld  
Nadine Ford  
Victoria Grey, Community Outreach Committee Chair/HLC Secretary   
 
 
Note: This meeting was held virtually through the Microsoft Teams video conferencing platform 
and in person at the Historic Landmarks office at 2100 Randolph Road, Charlotte. 
 
1.  Chair’s Report: Dontressa Ashford 

Chair Ashford welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

2.  Update for the Solomon and Shirley Levine House, 2300 Cloister Drive, Charlotte 

Director Gray stated that this house was placed on the market the previous Friday and was 
quickly under contract with a party that was interested in demolishing the house. He explained 
that the house is an important example of midcentury modern architecture and critical to the 
Cloisters neighborhood, which was established in the 1950s.  

Gray stated that the owner requested that the house be designated as a historic landmark in 2009. 
He explained that the Commission recommended the designation to Charlotte City Council, who 
did not agree that it qualified for landmark status. He explained that midcentury modern 
architecture during this time was not as widely accepted and appreciated as it is now. 



Historic Preservation Specialist Warlick stated that he received several emails regarding this 
house from supportive community advocates. 

Gray stated that people were concerned about the future of this historic neighborhood if this 
resource was lost. He explained that staff determined that they could take the house to this 
Survey Committee meeting and the Historic Landmarks Commission meeting in April to 
consider the designation report that was produced when the property was originally considered 
for landmark designation. He stated that this information was conveyed to the realtor for the 
property. He explained that the party that was under contract to purchase the house was allowed 
to back out of the contract, allowing a backup offer to be accepted, which will reportedly 
preserve the house. He stated that staff will contact the potential new buyers and determine a 
good course for the property.   

Warlick explained that restrictive covenants were put in place in the 1950s when this community 
was developed. He stated that the demolition of this house and construction of new houses would 
be in violation of the covenants. He stated that members of the homeowner association informed 
the realtor that they were willing to enforce the covenants.  

3.  Consideration of Placement on the Study List of Prospective Historic Landmarks 

a.  Paw Creek Post Office, 7400 Old Mt. Holly Road, Charlotte 

Warlick stated that this midcentury modern post office was built in 1960 and is located half a 
mile from the Thrift Depot in an industrial area known as Tank Town. He stated that it was 
constructed as part of a Congressional act that led the United States Postal Service to be 
modernized and expanded in the 1960s. He stated that Historic Preservation Manager John 
Howard indicated that the building is original with no major modifications. He stated that staff 
continues to research the building.  

b.  Novella McCrorey Flannagan House, 914 Clifton Street, Charlotte 

Warlick stated that this house was brought to staff’s attention by Ginny Harper with Public 
Information. He stated that this is one of the earlier examples of ranch architecture in this part of 
Charlotte and was built circa 1953. He stated that the house was built for the daughter of Dr. 
Henry L. McCrorey, former president of Johnson C. Smith University.  

Warlick stated that Novella was a noted pianist and worked as a teacher in Harlem. He stated that 
she was also director of the Mt. Morris Music School in Harlem, which was a city-funded 
interracial school for children who could not afford music lessons. He stated that she returned to 
Charlotte after her father passed away and completed selling the remaining housing lots in 
McCrorey Heights.  

c.  Zepsa Industries Dust Collector, 4516 Nations Crossing Road, Charlotte   

Warlick stated that this house was nominated for the Study List by property owner, Zepsa 
Industry, which is described as a local company with global reach. He stated that the building 
near the dust collector is from 1950. He explained that it appears that the dust collector is hand-
welded and the motor was mass produced in a factory. He stated that the owners are interested in 



placing this property on the Study List while they work with staff on the best way to protect the 
warehouse that will be turned into a food and beverage destination. He stated that this item will 
be reviewed by the Committee again once staff determines which portions to include in a 
potential designation.  

d.  Pharr’s Haven, 13813 Holbrooks Road, Huntersville 

Warlick stated that this house is in Pottstown near the Torrence-Lytle School. He explained that 
this is the first time a residential property owner in Pottstown has approached staff regarding 
landmark designation. He stated that Baxter and Ella Faye Pharr bought the property directly 
from Otho Potts, namesake of the Pottstown community. He stated that the Pharrs were 
sharecroppers and engaged in sustenance farming on the property.  

Warlick stated that staff will need to research the exact construction date. He stated that the 
Pharrs received the property deed in 1945 from Otho Potts. He stated that the house was 
constructed in or about 1936 out of masonry blocks by Baxter Pharr, who did not use blueprints. 
He stated that the house is now a rental property. He explained that there are eight cinder block 
houses in this neighborhood and noted that this house is in the best condition and is one of the 
oldest and largest block houses in the area.    

Commissioner Carroll presented a motion seconded by Committee Member Rogers that the 
Survey Committee place the following properties on the Study List of Prospective Historic 
Landmarks: Paw Creek Post Office, 7400 Old Mt. Holly Road, Charlotte, N.C.; Novella 
McCrorey Flannagan House, 914 Clifton Street, Charlotte, N.C.; Zepsa Industries Dust 
Collector, 4516 Nations Crossing Road, Charlotte, N.C.; and Pharr’s Haven, 13813 Holbrooks 
Road, Huntersville, N.C. The Committee unanimously approved the motion.      

4.  Consideration of the Designation Report for the Dr. Charles W. Williams House, 5906 
Crestwood Drive, Charlotte 

Warlick stated that Dr. Williams was a local surgeon whose accomplishments included the 
integration of Charlotte Memorial Hospital. He stated that Dr. Williams and his wife, Vivian, 
were instrumental in the development of the Hyde Park community, which is where this house is 
located. 

Warlick stated that the house was purchased several years ago by the current owners, who 
renovated the interior. He stated that exterior changes were minimal. He explained that a 
swimming pool and pool house added in the 1980s are non-contributing and are not included in 
the recommended designation.   

Committee Member Rogers presented a motion seconded by Commissioner Kincheloe that the 
Survey Committee recommend to the Historic Landmarks Commission that it process the Dr. 
Charles W. Williams House, 5906 Crestwood Drive, Charlotte, N.C., for historic landmark 
designation, including the exterior of the house and the associated tax parcel. The Committee 
unanimously approved the motion.  

5.  Updates on Pending Properties 



a.  Hunters Chapel United Methodist Church, 18423 John Connor Road, Cornelius 

Warlick stated that the designation report for this property was reviewed by the State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO) and updated per SHPO feedback. He stated that he met with the 
Cornelius Historic Preservation Committee, who was in favor of proceeding. He stated that the 
Cornelius Planning Department requested additions to the report to tie it more to the local 
community and determine if any congregation members were part of the civil rights movement. 
He stated that the report will be amended in April and ready for consideration by the 
Commission in May.   

b.  Ziglar-Bowers House, 421 Heathcliff Street, Charlotte 

Warlick stated that this property was considered by the Survey Committee in the fall and that the 
Commission voted to proceed with the designation. He stated that the feedback received from 
SHPO indicates that they believe the property lacks special significance and is not a good 
candidate for landmark designation. He stated that staff does not agree and explained that the 
designation report has been returned to the consultant to strengthen the argument for 
significance. He stated that the report will then go to the Commission again for reaffirmation to 
proceed with the designation process.  

c.  Faires Farm Silos, 9520 Faires Farm Road, Charlotte 

Warlick stated that the Survey Committee placed this property on the Study List in January. He 
stated that there are about six communities in the University City area on land that used to be a 
100+ acre farm owned by the Faires family. He stated that the Faires farmhouse does not exist 
but that the water tower and silos remain. He stated that the taller of the two silos was built by 
Mr. Faires in 1951 and that the other one was built between 1951-1978. He stated that he and 
Howard visited the site with the property owners and community representatives who are excited 
about the potential of landmark designation. He explained that the water tower was built between 
1991-1993 and does not have much significance and would not be included in the designation 
recommendation. He stated that staff will proceed with researching the silos for possible 
landmark designation.    

d.  Johnson C. Smith University Teacher House, 301 Beatties Ford Road, Charlotte 

Warlick stated that the Survey Committee placed this property on the Study List in January. He 
explained that the house had two significant roles in the civil rights movement as the childhood 
home of Dorothy Counts and the home of the Swann family. He stated that he and Howard met 
with Johnson C. Smith University representatives on March 17. He stated that the representatives 
will discuss this item with the Johnson C. Smith University president. He noted that staff is 
confident this designation will proceed.  

6.  Staff Report 

Gray stated that staff is instituting changes to the application process to require that the 
consultant or property owner applying to have a property considered for landmark designation 
schedule a meeting with staff. He explained that staff will review the property’s condition and 



determine the designation plan before giving the greenlight to start producing the report. He 
reiterated that staff believes the Ziglar-Bowers House is significant. He explained that this 
revamped system might have allowed staff to catch issues before the report was sent to SHPO.    

Senior Administrative Support Assistant Stuart stated that the next Commission meeting will be 
on April 7. 

Warlick stated that the next outreach event is the headstone cleaning at Settlers’ Cemetery on 
April 26 in conjunction with Historic Elmwood Pinewood, Inc.  

Gray stated that a benefit of the attention on the Levine House is the increased awareness that the 
Cloisters neighborhood needs protection.   

7.  Old Business 

There was no old business. 

8.  New Business 

There was no new business. 

Commissioner Carroll presented a motion that the Survey Committee meeting adjourn. The 
Committee adjourned by consensus.  

The meeting adjourned at 7:12 p.m.  

 

 

The following comments were left on the Teams chat during the meeting:  

Jackie Jones -  we are getting lots of feedback noise 

 Zoe Shook - Thank you Stewart and crew! 

 Michael De Smet - Thank you so much again!  We appreciate all of you for preserving these 
great properties of the Cloisters and Charlotte.  

 Caroline Pan - The Cloisters neighborhood thank you all!   

Libby Jernigan - Thanks to you all!   

 Julia Abt - Thank you so very much for your prompt and thorough attention to a beautiful 
Cloister home. We are grateful--and relieved. 

 Libby Jernigan - Thank you for your quick response and attention the Levine House and our 
Cloister neighborhood.  We appreciate all that you do!   

   

  


