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Historic Names of Property:

Address of Property:
PIN:
Deed Book & Page:

Amount of Land/Acreage to
be Designated:

Ad Valorem Tax Value:

Recommendation for
Designation:

Name/Address of Current
Property Owner:

Lambeth-Sullivan House

435 Hermitage Road, Charlotte, N28207
15504405

Mecklenburg County Deed BooB1012, Page79
1.237 acres

The 2022 assessed real estate value of tiparcel
encompassing the LambetfSullivan House including land
and building value, is$4,816,400.

The property owner is pursuingonly exterior designation
of the house and all the property within Mecklenburg
County parcel 15504405

ELKHANAH PROPERTIES LLC
PO BOX 2545
CARROLLTON, GA 30112
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Chain of Title

Grantor

Elizabeth A.
Weisiger (n/k/a
Elizabeth
Amanda Bell
Dargan), joined
by her spouse,
Perrin Q. Dargan
1]

Edward I.
Weisiger, Jr.

William E. Ray
and wife, Delores
K. Ray

Buford H. Ortale
and wife, Cynthia
C. Ortale

Ella Hargrove
Sayre Lineberger,
divorced
(formerly Sayre
Lineberger

Hovis)

William Michael
Hovis

Wachovia Bank
and Trust, N. A.

Deed

Grantee Date Book/Page
Elkhanah 7/22/2016 31012/679
Properties, LLC, a
North Carolina
limited liability
corporation
Elizabeth A. 4/29/2014 29142/322
Weisiger
Edward I. 12/13/2004 18113/287
Weisiger, Jr. and
wife, Elizabeth A.
Weisiger
William E. Ray 6/3/1996 8671/72
and wife, Delores
K. Ray
Buford H. Ortale 9/30/1994 7928/296
and wife, Cynthia
C. Ortale
Sayre Lineberger  9/16/1975 3787/720
Hovis
SayreLineberger  4/29/1974 3673/147 Ella Hargrave Sullivan

Hovis and
husband, William
Michael Hovis

Robinson died
9/22/1971, leaving a will
(Mecklenburg County
microfilm roll 71 -191
frame 994). The two
tracts described below
were devised to Clayton
Sullivan Lineberger,
daughter of Ella.Clayton
died in 1973, and
daughter Sayre received
the house from her estate,
which was administered
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Laura Cannon
Mattes and
husband, Edward
C. Mattes

Laura Cannon
Lambeth and
others

Laura Cannon
Lambeth and

husband, Chas. E

Lambeth

Mrs. Laura
Cannon Lambeth

Laura Cannon
Lambeth

Mrs. Laura
Cannon Lambeth
and husband,

Chas. E. Lambeth

O. JThies and
wife, Blanche
Austin Thies

Ella Hargrave
Sullivan

Mrs. W. T.
Wohlford

Mrs. W. T.
Wohlford

O. J. Thies and
wife, Blanche
Austin Thies

E. T. Cansler, Jr.,
and wife, Nell
Cave Cansler

0. J. Thies

Mrs. Laura
Cannon Lambeth

11/22/1935

6/8/1927

8/27/1926

10/25/1925

10/12/1925

5/23/1923

1/20/1923

881/522,
881/524

878/567

633/376

601/404

601/240

497/550

482/668

by Wachovia.
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The LambethSullivan House at 435 Hermitage Road in the Myers Park neighborhood of
Charlotte, possesses several aspects of historic significand@e LambethSullivan House is
associated withCharles E. Lambethmayor of Charlotte from 19311933 and a notdle
member of the business and civic community.aura Cannon Lambeth Mattes/oungest
daughter of textileindustrialist James William Cannon of Kannapolis and a leading socialite
and philanthropist in the city; andElla Sayre SullivarRobinson widow of Charlotte
Observerco-owner Walter B. Sullivanand an active philanthropist who servedtwo terms as
president of the YWCAof Charlotte and was the first woman president of the Community
Chest, a forerunner to the United Way of Greater Charlotte.

The LambethSullivan House is also historically significant for its architectural desigihe
Lambeth-Sullivan House was designed b@€harles Barton Keena Philadelphia architect

who was noted for hisopulent revivalist mansions, including ReynoldaHousein Winston-

Sdem for tobacco magnateR. J. Reynoldand the Charles A. and Ruth Coltran€annon

House inConcord for, AOOAS8 O AOI OEAO AT AcCharkkd A CahnorthEl 1 O P OA
Lambeth-Sullivan Housewas completed in May 1927. Architecturally, he LambethSullivan

House is an outstanding example dghe eclectic French Revivastyle.

Although another Myers Park property, the LambethiGossett House at 923 Granville Road,

was designated a local landmark in 1988 for its connection to Charles and Laura Cannon

Lambeth, their short ownership (1916-:1921) of and even shorter residence (due to

CEAOI AGBO OAOOEAA ET 71 O1 A 7 A7 and 19008RYiInT T 1 U 1 E
the house preceded the period in which the Lambeths were most influential in Charlotte.

Location The LambethSullivan House retains a high degree aftegrity of
location, as it has not been moved from its original site of
construction.

Design The LambethSullivan House retains a high degree of integrity of
design, as the house has had little to no changes to its original desic
by noted architect Charles Barton Keen.

Setting The LambethSullivan House retains a high degree of integrity of
setting, as the Myers Park neighborhood along Hermitage Road
maintains its park-like setting with large homes along a winding
residential road.

Materials The LambethSullivan House retains a high degree of integrity of
materials. Except for maintenance, original materials including the

LambethSullivan HouseLDR 6




Workmanship

Feeling

Association

green slate roof have been retained.

The LambethSullivan House retains a high degree aftegrity of
workmanship. Its high level of design and materials required skilled
craftsmen to complete the work.

The LambethSullivan House retains a high degree of integrity of
AAAT ET ch AOI EET C AT OE OEA AA®&O
time of construction in the late 1920s.

The LambethSullivan House is associated with Charles Lambeth,
mayor of Charlotte from 1931 to 1933. While another property in
Mecklenburg County is designated as a landmark for its association
with Lambeth, the LambethSullivan House has a higher degree of
integrity of association as Lambeth lived in the house during his
tenure as mayor.
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The LambethSullivan House is named foits original owners, Charles Bward and Laura
McGillCannon Lambeth, andElla Hargrove Sayre Sullivapwhose familyowned the home
for nearly 60 years.Charles was a notable Charlotte businessman wloperated an
insurance business, owned variousar dealerships, and engaged in real estate. He was
instrumental in the development of the Builders Building, which became a hub of the
construction industry in Charlotte. Laura was the youngest child of J. W. Cannon, who
established Cannon Mills and founded the tow of Kannapolis. A native of Alabama, Ella
came to Charlotte with her husband Walter Bernard Sullivan, eowner of the Charlotte
Observerin 1916. Though he died only five years later, Ella remained in Charlotte where

~ - A N~ = z

she was an indispensable memberofth AEQOUS O PEEI AT OEOT PEA AT i1 Of

The LambethSullivan House was designed by noted Philadelphia architect Charles Barton

Keen, who attracted clientele among the business elite in North Carolina after designing the
impressive estate of tobacco magnate R.Reynolds Reynolda House completed in 1917

near Winston-Salem Completed in 1927, the Lambett8 O1 1| EOAT (1 OOA xAO +AA
commission in Charlotte.

Charles EdwardO # E A CdmBefpwrote theCharlotteObserveET pw¢ch OOOADPPAA
ET OT OEA xT Ol A T &£ AOOET AOO £ET Al U AA®AHN OAGCAA
on January 29, 1893, & was the youngest of six children of Fayettevillevery stable owner

John Aurelius Lambeth and first wife Ellen Whitworth LambethThe Lamleths enjoyed a

comfortable life, able to afford a livein cook and spend summers at Kanuga near

Hendersonville. Charlie attended Donaldson Military Academy in Fayetteville aride

University of North Carolinabefore moving to Charlotte in 1913. He was eng&d with the

insurance department of the American Trust Company along with his older brothers

Harvey Allen Lambeth (18781915) and Walter Moore Lambeth (18871953). The

Lambeths were drawn toCharlotte by their first cousin George Stephensa founder of

American Trust Companyand developerof# EAOT | OOAG O 1T Ax ANgés AGAT OOEC
Park?

Charlie quickly immersed himself in the social scene in Charlotte, attending dances at the

Charlotte was Laura McGill Cannorthe vivaciousyoungest daughter ofConcordmill owner

James WilliamCannon Known by her friends as Mack, the Salem Academy alumna was
AAOAOEAAA AO OITA 1T &£ OEA O0O0AGHGadliedidd AEAOI ET
affectionate and admiring esteem by all Concord and friends in Charlotte, Durham, Raleigh

1 A AChariqtte Pisdn@dlovesder 15A1922A OE h 6

10#EAOI 1T OOA " OEI harigtte fr@iBlovend A AOGEh
O 1 1TOEAO , UAE A1917AWad dsBter to’)hA Aukehus lGmbetp. Y T X

2* Al OCA
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AT A T OEAO A E éfoth Ghatfid andd Bufa werOguéstd &t éhe Charlotte Cotillion

Club dance held on February 13, 1914, describedda AT AOAT & xEEAE OxEIl 1 1
remembered as one of the most charming and enjoyable in the history of the

I OCAT E UsAt3énient8arial events in Charlotte had both as guests, so there were

certainly more opportunities for them to get acquainted; if aything, they could bond over

being the youngest child of a large familyas Laura had ten older siblingsA whirlwind

romance seemed to have followedpr in August 1915 Charlie was among the guests of the

Cannons at the Rock, their new mountain home in@ving Rock. The following month at a

luncheon in Concord came the surprise announcement of their engageme@harlie and

Laura were marriedin alavisheventAO EAO DPAOAT 008 EITT A ET #11AT
1915. Among the esteemed guests from Charlotte wee# E A O totsh &€brge Stephens, F.

C. Abbott, E. C. Griffith, Osmond Barringer, and Ralph Van Landingfram.

Returning from their New York honeymoon, theyoung newlyweds lived with# EA Ol EA8 O
brother Walter before movinginto a sublet unit in the Blandwood Apartments on South

40U1T 1T 300AA0O8 #EAOIEA AT A , AOOA Ei i AOOAA OEAI
scenes the latter attending a flurry of events hosted by society women in her honér.

Charlie considered opening his own insurance businessrfa short period. After brother
(AOOAUGBG O OT Alfroth@ubdrcAldsida ydak dadide Charlie and Walter were

elected managers of thédmerican Trust Companymsurancedepartment.” Charlie

purchased a lot at the corner of South Tryon Street and kson Terrace, the last vacant lot

on that street. It was assumed that the Lambeths would build a house there. But instead,

they chose the new fashionable suburb of Myers Pagk.

30- EOO #AT 111 AXLCHarlotte\@ws Sebtentbdr @ 1005
4031 A ERaQdithGbserverFebruary 14, 1914. 5 o S
50& 01 i - 1 ChafoktdeDaiy idservdr * OT A poh pwpuN O- EOChadbtleiNewisT AT A

3APOAT AAO c¢cuh pwpun O. iCha#ldte RewgNoveden 28 1985, #1 1 AT OAh o

60- 008 7AAOx1T OOE (1 OOAOO Charldite Mew #AGQKDE EpIC ddbg &M hG- 008
Charming HoOA OO Al O - Otdotte, Navis RebrQeie/A B 1916 Charlotte Daily ObserverJanuary 1,

1916.

70. 1 OAAT A #EAT CAO EHarloitelD&IYTGhadrvAfebrdaly @ Ad160hdrIdtte Daily Observer

January 25, 1916Charlotte DailyObservey February 1, 1916.

80- 08 , AT AAGE " OUO (1 xGhrlbtte NdwApril 9, 192d. OOE 40U0UT T ho
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Myers Park
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[ ! CHARLOTTE,N.C.
/ THE STEPHENS COMPANY, OWNER
f JUNE, 1921,
SEALE800PT.TO 1 IN.

S S

NOTE:
This Map is Tentative; Full Rignts

% SN, /4 B X
. / 0 ) / N\ 5D =l 1§
/ A= g 2 2 ST W ~—— 4 2 ed by the O o Revise
53 '!’E LB\ = & s S = . R o e Eeinviston, o Lands Mot S01d:
([ NS 3 \V// Rt = Lo '\ ThisMap Must Not Be Recorded,

S
PR
i
o
7]
ry
©
S,
B\
H
;
!
!
JL

Ner Usud For Saics Contracts.
Uot Delailed Mapn Recorded in the

: 7
FOLT \ > wig (8 — County Registey. i

e 3 7 $ ! No Streets AreinAnyWay Dedicated

Seal 5 B ] '\ & o By Tis Map.

MYERS PARK
““The Finest Suburb South of Bal

Outstanding Features
“ A homelike atmosphere already created and established. . )
A Country Club providing Golf, Swimming Pool, Children’s Playground, etc, only a
“few minutes” from any part of the park.
Myers Park lots provide ample space for each home. All stre
paid for, and purchasers assume no assessments. s y )
Plots in Myers Park, on a square foot basis, cost no more than High-class” lots in
other sections of Charlotte.
ar service is maintained. Queens College, one qf the ﬁnt_ast female
col!e:e: ?:ctek:::gtc:t&e,ei;clocated in Myers Park, Over $2,500,000 already invested in Homes.
We are prepared to give terms, either on a lot or a home, to meet the reasonable
requirements of any responsible purchaser. )
MYERS PARK HOMES COMPANY
Developers, Home Builders, Selling Agents
CHARLOTTE, N. C.

eet improvements are

Phone 231
Realty Building

Figure 1 From Myers Park Homeowners Associatjhitps://www.mpha.com/community/maps/1921-planning-map-of-
community/.

Harvey, Walter, and Charlid.ambeth came to a city entering its first great boom. Charlotte

was a hub of the textile industry, with over half the loom and spindles in the South within a

100-mile radius. From 1890 to 1930, Charlotte grew from the Carolinas fifthargest city to

its top urban center. During this period, beginning with the opening of the Dilworth
OOOAARAOAAO OOAOOA ET puyuwph A OETC 1T &£ OAOGEAAT OE
periphery. Agroup of investors led by cousin George Stephens acquired the Myers farm

southeast of town. Stephens hired John Nolen, a Harvasatlucated landscape architect, to

design a neighborhood on the 120€cre tract. As historian Thomas Hanchett noted,

ITAT60 PAOOI OAI AAOGECT ET Al OAAA PAOEO AT A OE
cuvel ¢ OOOAAOO8 #EAOI T OOA6O0 AOOER AGMOWHAIT EOCA &A1 1T
Stephens, other residents included store fixture manufacturer H. M. Wade and Duke Power
Company executives Norman Cocke and Z. V. Tayldihe Lambeths also moved to Myers

9 Mary Norton Kratt and Thomas Hanchettl.egacy: The Myers Park Stof¢€harlotte: Myers Park Foundation,
1986), 46-49.
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Park. In October 1916Charlie and
Laura beganconstruction on a new
houseon Granville Road designed by

=)

local architect Willard G. Rogers. The | ANNOUNCEMENT

following year, Walter moved to

Hermitage Road!? CHARLES E. LAMBETH MOTOR CO.
INCORPORATED

However, the Lambethsvere only in
the house for a short time before the

United States entered the Great War. ‘ DUDEE BRDTHERS

Charlie applied to thenaval aviation

has acquired the dist ributing contract for

. . . ; MOTOR CARS
service at the advice omill owner i
and n6|ghb0rstuart W Cramer He ;I in this territory formerly distributed b rm of Caldwell. Tredenick &
3 ambeth.
was accepted and ordered to report [
An organization with a good Service Department  has been completed

to duty for training at the \ el

»‘ for the Dodge owner
Massachusetts Institute of
i : | SERVICE— PARTS - SALES
Technology in naval aeronautics. |

After completing coursework, Charlie CHARLES E. LAMBETH MOTOR CO.

was stationed at Naval Air Station :] 8 West First St. CHARLOTTE, N. C. Phone 724.
Rockaway in Queens, New Yor&s a g

pilot of naval observation balloons. L e
Laura was with him throughout in Figure 2 This announcement of Charlie taking over the Dodge

Boston and New Yorkalthough she dealership was published in the Charlotte Observer on December ¢

stayed with her parents in Concord '

when he was deployed to Panamfor a short period. Charliewas mustered out of service in

January 1919, and the Lambethseturned to Charlotte. While their Myers Park home was

rented out, they lived in the Guthrey ApartmentsTwo years later, he house onGranville

Road was sold to Ben B. Gossett, an executivehed ChadwickHoskins Mill. Hanchett

posited that the Lambeths sold the Granville RoagksidenceO1 AOT A #EAOI EA3O A
interests. They moved nearby to Hermitage Court, where Walter had just built a houSe.

Charlie launched himself into business inteests, specifically the burgeoning automotive
industry . He partnered with GcarJ. Thiesa Myers Park resident trained as a mining
engineer who transitioned to real estate development and constructiorp erect an
automobile storage warehoussin Charlotte andAsheville.In 1921 Charlie purchasedull

10 Brother Harvey Allen Lambethdied from tuberculosis in 1915.0 $ x A1 1 Mahufadurets Record0, No.

pe i/ AOTAAO pwh pwpeqh xph | 0OAON0 (7OOAAIGARAADL | @ ORI ARG
Landmarks Commission, May 4, 1987.

nd#8 %8 , Al AACHaroteiNevg Audusti2E 19CTh 60 %1 OECT AT A - O@dscord Al AAOE 2
Times January 27, 1919Concord Daily TribuneDecember 11,1919 O# EAXA-OBEAXH O | £AAEAAOO Oi
Charlotte News December 25, 1921.
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interest in the local Dodge Brothersdealership. Formerly known as Caldwell, Trednick &

Lambeth, the Charles E. Lambeth Motor Company opened for business at 8 West First

Street, selling Dodge Brothers automales and Graham Brothers trucksBy the following

year, when theObserve® O1 ET AA EEI ET OEAEO O#EAOI T OO6A "¢
expanded his operations next door and employed 37 men. In addition to being the Dodge

dealer for Charlotte, Charlie waslso president of BrisonLambeth, Inc., in Gastonia and of
Lambeth-Armfield, Inc. in Rockingham, with territory covering seven countie$?

In 1923 Laurapurchased property at the corner of Hermitage Road and Ardsley Road from
OscarJ.Thies for $20,500.The lot was located across the street from Lynnwood, the

mansion of industrialist James Buchanan Duk&lewspapers reported that the Lambeths

bl ATTAA O1 AOAAO OA EATAOITA EITTA 11 OEA POI D
EAOET ¢ AAAT AOAxTh 1T O OEAB OUPA 1T &£ AOEI AET ¢ AA

The design and construction of their Hermitage Road home would be an ordeal. In March
1923, Manufacturers Recordeported that architect C. C. Hook would design the Lambeth
home 4 However, it isunknown how far along plans came, for in March 1924 a new
architect was announced:

The most conspicuous out of town development of the week among Columbia
builders was the announcement Friday of the selection of Harold Tatum, Columbia
architect, to designthe handsome residence to be erected in the Myers Park suburb
of Charlotte by Charles E. Lambeth, president of the Charles E. Lambeth Motor
company of the North Carolina cityt>

The Cannon family had recently become clients of Tatum, widesigned the resdence of J.
Ross Cannon in York, South Carolinthe mountain home of James William Cannon, Jr. at
Mayview Manor in Blowing Rock, and a remodel of the residence of the latter in Concord
Though primarily an institutional architect, Tatum had designed houss in the Wales
Garden and Heathwood neighborhoods of ColumbiBy July it was reported that Tatum
would call for bids from contractors; however, these requests never materializednd news
on the project wentconspicuouslysilent for nearly three years In April 1926 Tatum filed
suit in Mecklenburg County Superior Courigainst the Lambeths for breach of contract.
After completing the drawings, Tatumclaimed, hewas fired by Laura, who said she wanted

2O#EAOI T OOA " OEI A ACharltte ®Hsehverdlovender 15A1922Boddord Baily Tribune
November 29, 1921;Asheville Citizen Timesluly 31, 1919Manufacturers Record5, no. 18 (May 1, 1919),
poxN O.AxO 1T £ OEA 4 0AIlTaEfCandStoragé¢lBuGustQ91g) A ) O #ADadiersid @
#EAO8 %8 CharoitefOhgerizeiNbvember 15, 1922.

30, Al AROGEO 0OOAEAOA Chir&ité Ob&dverFebruasy 18, 89234 EEA Oh 6

4. AT OEAA OO OIMS. O (MardnAL|16rA8), 117.

50" OE1I AET ¢ 0AT D1 A | 1 Ti&StaEIFébruary 4, 249 AAOho #11 O A
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EEO xI OE AT AAA &£ O OAAOIT O ¢«
E El 8 <ued(foh$4,980, theunpaid remainder

of the fee he charged to complete the work. The
case went to trial in February 1927. The

Lambeths argued that they had asked Tatum to
design a house that would cost between $50,000
and $75,00Q but his completed planswere for a
$100,000 house. Tatum denied a cap had been set
by his clients. After three daysn court, the

parties compromised and the Lambeths agreed to
pay $2,500to Tatum.16

While the tumult with Tatum was ongoing, the
Lambeths had retained notedPhiladelphia
architect Charles Barton Keer§1882-1931) to
design their Hermitage Court homeA graduate of

Figure 3 Charles Barton Keen in 1928hiladelphia  the University of Pennsylvania, Keen had
s s e bacpplar0€SIgNed several country estates in
display.cfm/25028 PEEI AAAI PEEASO - AET ,ETA 1TAE
hired in 1909 to design a Tudor Revival home
alongWinston3 A1 AT 6 0 -EI 1 EIT T AEOAO 21 x A&l Oandwifd AAAT A
Nancy Lybrook Lasater, niece of R. J. Reynal@®on, other officers of the RJ. Reynolds
Tobacco Company commissioned Keettesigned residence, including the 1,064acre
country estate of Reynolds himselfThe business magnates of Charlotte soon engaged Keen
for homes in Myers Park Daisy Hanes Lasger of the Hanes textile familyhired the
architect, who had designed homes for her siblings in WinsteBalem.n 1924, AOOAG& O
brother CharlesA.Cannonx ET  AAAAI A POAOGEAAT O T &£ #AT 111 - EI
hired Keen to design his home in Concordlinsurprisingly, Laurachoseanother architect
who had worked with her family.17

w6O0#1 1 Ol AEA | OAEEOAAO , AlsAnfay Rexorat 8. 1#0 A 1GIORMA Ochwh #d b Od M EGV b £
I xAOAO &AAOOOA " OEIisiuE Duy 7,719400 hGdA B G AN QA B3A0 ACharlstte AO1 1T OOA - A
Observer April 21, 19260 04 AOOI 3 0EO ! CAET O CCharldtte MelgFrebtuary: 10,1820 1 | EOAAR 6
https://ncarchitects.lib.ncsu.edu/people/PO00380 , accessed October 26, 202Zhe LassaterHouse is no

longer extant, making the LambethSullivan House the oldst Keen design remaining in CharlotteThe Wade

Housewas designated as a Mecklenburg County historic landmank 1983. See Dan L. MorriJlIThomas W.

Hanchett, and William H. HuffmanHoward Madison Wade House, Charlotte Mecklenburg Historic Landmarks

Commission (May 1, 1983) http://landmarkscommission.org/wp -content/uploads/2018/07/Wade -House
H.M-SR.pdf accessed October 2@022.
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https://ncarchitects.lib.ncsu.edu/people/P000380
http://landmarkscommission.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Wade-House-H.M.-SR.pdf
http://landmarkscommission.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Wade-House-H.M.-SR.pdf
https://www.philadelphiabuildings.org/pab/app/ar_display.cfm/25028
https://www.philadelphiabuildings.org/pab/app/ar_display.cfm/25028

Figure 4 Architect's drawing for the library of the LambettSullivan House. From the William Wallace Roy Collection, North
Carolina State University Library.
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The Lambeths
moved into their
new homeat 435
Hermitage Road
on May 29 1927.
The grandiose
mansion on
Hermitage Road
was reflective of
the social and
economicstanding
of the Lambeths.
Although the
Lambeths had

5 Sith s A 5 ' T "N e s wm
claimed the Taum Figure 5 This photo of the LambetSullivan House appeared in Gardening et South,

home design was published in 1931.

too expensive,

they spared no expense in finishes and décdraura had engaged an interior decorator in

New York to furnish the home. Terrazzo floors were installed by McDani¢lederal

Company, which also put in the floors at Morrocroft £ Of AO CT OAOT T O #Ai AO
OAOGEAAT AAh AT A OEA #AT111 ET OOA8 0301 1T A OEIAS
used on the exterior of the LambetkSullivan House, though it was stuccoed over; the

material had also been used in the BuilderBuilding.284 EA 021 OAl Elely O1 # A1l EA
column in the Observerdescribed theresidence

—

The Lambeth home which is one of the most charming in the state was filled with
roses, snapdragons, calla lilies, tulips and calendulas, artistically arranged. As | went
from room to room there was a distinctive charm about each that made me want to
linger overlong. | believe the dining room is my favorite. The walls are hung with an
exquisite papering that represents slender cypress trees on a background of palest
green. Crystal wall brackets holding soft lights, and pale yellow draperies add to the
enchartment of this room 19

181 O OEA OEi Ah OEA ET OOA xAO 1 O0i AAOAA GChalaite QbledverBYACA 21 A
cwh pwcyxn O21Ch&lbttE Observdri . # AAH AARRGO ¢ Y h-Fedesat Gp.\Do€s-TérdzA T E A

Work in New Church; And Supplied CorkEl O | Ehériotle Obsérvédt - AOAE pph pwcyn 083011
, T AAT T U ) O &Edh&laite Qbservierdebtensbér &3) 128.

19021 OA1 El KChafidtte GbdetvérManch 8, 1931.
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The landscaping of the Lambeth Housevhich was planned by local garden expert Cora

Annette Harris,was featured inGardening in the Soutby South Carolina horticulturalist
George R. Brigg®

Moving into the new house was also a
celebration of their growing family. While it
is unknown if Charlie ard Laura struggled

> with infertility, the couple did not have

| biological children together.They adopted
two boys from New York Harvey Edward
Lambeth, born in 1920, and James Cannon
Lambeth, born in 1924.

Laura made the Lambeth home a social
center of the Clarlotte elite. She regularly
hosted bridge parties, luncheons, and other

Eigure 6»Charli ;\}ith sons Hérvey an Jimy i 1931. events favored by monied white women like

"Mayor Lambeth Gets Big Kick from ¥¥o," Charlotte News herself.( AO O] AEAI AE O Al A x A o

December 11, 1931. N = =z A Lz ~ o e
#EAOI 1| OOAGO AOOET AOO AT i1

Wednesday Bridge Club included among its members JuBaptt Cramer (wife of Stuart W.

Cramer, Jr, whose family founded the Gaston County mill town of Cramerton), Aile@utt

Clark (wife of David Clark, publisher of thesouthern Textile Bulletiijy and GladysAvery

Tillett (political organizer and activist). The Lambeth home was also a regular location for

meetings of theJunior Leagud $ AOCEOAOO 1T &£ OEA ' I AOEAAT 2AOT I

of Myers Park Presbyterian ChurchFamous guests also visitedn October 1932 the

Lambeths hostedprofessional golfer Bobby Jonesyho wasin town for a Junior League

fundraiser at the Charlotte Country Club, and his wife Ma}

Simultaneously, Charlie expanded higaried business interests both within Charlotte and
outside the Carolinas. He was the lead investor in the Builders Building, which would serve

AO A EOA T &£ #EAOI T OOAS8O AT 1 00AaMiket HionRET AOOOOU

O3 0A0A06 - AOOE xAO Asever®sork gtricfurk, whith wasfo®ilefetin O E A

20 Harris was the daughter ofCharlotte Observeeditor-in-chief Wade Harris and, like Laura, an alumna of

Salem AcademyHanchett and Kratt, 112;George R. Briggssardening in the SoutfNew York: A. T. DeLaMare

Company, 1931), 20.

207 AAT AGAAU " OEA QA #1 OA Chabott&Me®sfaAd Ededing- C@r(m&mlaya,llQQSXOE ho

O- AUi O AT A - 008 , Ai AAOEharotieiNews' H RO T "ANDEHG h3 phrAdh O ET T A
. I OAAdh&iGite Bewd / AOT AAO c oA O lwo@liot® DiisévarDdiober 9, 1932. Jones

had retired from competitive golf in 1930, and in 1931 he had purchased the property which would become

Augusta National Golf Clul.aura likely used connections with her brotherin-law, Atlanta Consitution

publisher Clark Howell, Sr., to bring Jones to Charlotte.
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1927 andoriginally calledthe Lambeth Building?2 Charlie and B. L. Eskridge organized and
incorporated the LambethEskridge Motor Co. in Georgia to sell Dodge automobiles in
Atlanta. Automotive DailyNewsreported in May that Charlie sold the dealership rights to
Norfleet-Enfield Company of Roanoke, Virginia, though he retained stock in the company.
In August 1928 Charlie reentered the automobile industry with the organization of the
Stonewall Motor Company which soldDeSoto cardrom its showroom on South Tryon
Street The following year, he was a founder ahe Parcell Clayton Neckwear Company
chartered to deal in neckwear, hosiery, and notions. However, the stock market crash in
October 1929and resultant economic downturneroded theinterests many Charlotte
businessmenCharlie returned his focus primarily to the more stable confines of his
insurance company, though he began to explore areas outside of businéss.

Charlie had dabbled in politics in the 1920s. He was put
i forth as a potential candidate when rumors swiréd that
! Mayor Harvey Moore would resign in 1926. Three years
later, Charlie had run for city council, but he withdrew after
finishing ninth in the field of fourteen primary candidates.
In early April 1931 rumors swirled that Charlie would enter
# the city council race, perhaps on the ticket of the Good
Government League which had successfully lobbied
change the city government from the board of aldermen to
Il a councitmanager structure.His interest in the office was
¥ viewed favorably, with theNewscalinghEi Oi T A | £ OEE
#EOQOUGHEI TxAll TAT A xAAI OEU ¥Th&T ¢ AOO
;igure 7 Charlie and Laurattended . Observeiinvited all candidates to make a brief statement on
the reception for the formal openingof OEAEO DI AOAEI Oi h OI xEEAE #EAOI| EA
the new Charlotte Country Club . . .
clubhouse on December 11, 1931. not only to merit and win the support of voters of our city,
Charlotte Observer, December 13, 19yt also it is my earnest desire, if elected, to be a true and
AEI ECAT O OAPOAOGAT OAOGE®IAthd £ T OO A
municipal election held on May 5Charlie was the top votegetter with 5,211 votes,
followed by John F. Boyd, Claude L. Albea, ThonfaAllison, and V. J. Guthery. Three of the
council members, Charlie, Guthery, and Allison, were in real estatghile Boydwas a
general contractor. Albeawas an outlier among the businessmen; hworked asa linotype

2gAl ,8 -1 OOEI 1 O3000AU AT A 2A0AAOAE 2API 06 &£ O OEA " 0O
Landmarks Commission, August 9, 2004.

20, Ax $1TACA &EOI AutbnbtveChik Newh OORBREDPRE pwcyxnN 041 $EOOOEAOO
Charlotte Observdt | OCOOO ¢ch p wc P Mexti@eWor BBONS.17 (Februgry 16, 1928)x7d.h 6

#0- AU ' AO 4x1 # A1 AEAd@harkie NeWsApgl KA1 AU . ECEOROG

50#EO0U @AD AEBAO Achariotle OBEEr&IAMIN2G, 1931.
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operator and served agresident of the
Charlotte Central Labor Union and on the
executive committee of the North Carolina § e W s . . S e
&AAAOCAQEIT T £ , AAT OF8 \ v : e EOOO
meeting on May 6, they elected Charlie ; i
mayor, Allison mayor protem, and Boyd
acting city managerz¢

Charlie entered office during a difficult
period in Charlotte. The Great Depression
was in full effect bread linesformed
across the city, and many homeowners

struggledto pay their property taxes.The  Figure 8 The 19311933 Charlotte City Council consisted of \
new mayor supported the deferral of  Fen. T T AYSen e Chares £ farpely, Clevce
advertising and sale of these properties as

allowed by state law. The city boal of educationwas heavily in debt andunable to pay
teachers. A red scare, heightened by the 1929 Loray Mill strike in Gastonia, led to Charlotte
police targeting Communist activists¥’

7EEI A OEA O1 OOAAT A AATT11 U xAOtediein6fiicd tkhé EAAT A
development of a municipal airport was a major policy for which he endlessly lobbied.

$AOET ¢ AAAE O OEA AAOI U pwg¢mnOh #EAOI T OOABO A
government-owned airport, one which could provide more servies than the small private

airfields. Charlie had been an enthusiastic booster for bringing expanded aviation

opportunities to the city, which advocates argued help the city grow in economic stature.

He had been elected the first president of the Charlott&ero Club in 1920, which counted

among its members E. C. Griffith, Francis O. Clarkson, Eli Springs, and B. D. Heath. While the
organization was shortlived, Charlie continued to support these efforts as a member of the
Chamber of Commerce, which operatetthe former Camp Greene airfield when he was

voted into office 28

%0, Ai AAOE . Ax - AUl On Charlote Newh OEAQ oAT AQAPROS 0&T OO )T AADA
| AEEERaAdit®ObserverMay 6, 1931, o o S
702 RECEOAO , EOOI AET ET 2 AA AlChafottesNewsQctdbeE3,09%6DO0U | AOEOEOU (

80&1 O AO ! OEA QT O Chafibtt©Nend Februdnyrs, 1920. OA h 6
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By October 1931, the Charlotte Airport,
Inc., the entity which operated the
airfield, faced foreclesure and asked the
city to purchase or lease the property.
So began an ongoing debate in city
council? put forward a public vote to
consider this offer, or purchase another
site on which to develop a new
municipal airport. Property in Steele
Creek and alongStatesville Road were
: : e inspected, with the latter chosen as the
Figure 9 Aviator Amelia Earhart visited Charlotte on November pOtential site. The issue dragged for
lQ, 1931. She landed the Beellnt Aerogyro No. 1 at Cannon months, and ﬁna”y in fall 1932 city
Airport, where she demonstrated the craft. . .

council called for an election to be held
on December 13. Voters were to cast ballots for or against the sale oftopgb75,000 in
bonds to fund the airport development. However, the council could not agree on a course of
action? lease the extant facilities or build a new airport and their indecisiveness
contributed to the seemingly decreasing chances of approval. And etection day, it was
Al AAO OEAO OEA pPI AT POO &I OxAOA EAA 1 EOOI A PO

0

' DPPAOAT OT U "AAT U $AZEAAOAAR &Ax 61 OA 11T "TTA
Charlotte NewsOnly 705 of the over 5,100 registered votergere cast in support?® Said
Charlie of the results,

The city council has done everything it could do to represent the interests of the
citizens of Charlotte in the airport matter. There is nothing else we can do, as | see it.
The council has received itsnstructions from the people yesterday in the airport

bond issue electior??

20! OEO #EOU ddharlait®ObserverO B TAMAMA O puh pwolp N EXHEE GO #9541 ONARGH T
Charlotte Observéet 3 ADOAI AAO wh pwoqn O! EOPI OO Chadore®EWsC 3AEAI A (
. T OAT ARO ¢xh pwocgn O#EOU ! EODI O OChariotte News ecetder 13,0 DA OAT O1 U
1932.

BO#EOU +AADPRIAZE ) BO @EBEMAGNeyvsDEBMbRrd4, 1932,
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The strain of the airport issue wore on Charlie. Before the vote, Grady Cole had asked in a

radio interview if he would seekreA1 AAOET T h xEOQOE #EAOI A OAODPI T A
ET OAT A 31@lie pan-@irhegob of mayor only paid
$700 per year and was seen as a more ceremonial
position than an administrative one; however,
Charlie had thrown himself into his work. A few
weeks into his tenure, theCharlotte Newseported
that he was often working in City Hall until late
AEOCAOTTTT TO AAOI U AOAI
EA xAOA OPOITEIC AI®1T 3§ A
Though it was clear the 1933 mayoral race was wide
open,two months before the election no one had
filed to run. TheCharlotte Observeoffered a reason
for the reticence:

The present economic stress will doubtless
cause many civic leaders to refuse to offer
OEAI OA1 OAO &I O Pi OEOEE
governing body. Many will be too busy with
their own affairs, while others who may be

Qu
O\

able to spare thetime will hesitate to Figure 10 Charlie stands with a basket of
undertake a race for office that will flowers presented to him by city hall employe

: on his final day as mayor. "Pay Lambeth
und_OUbtedly offer many arquous duties Tribute as He Quits Office," CharletObserver
during the next two years, it was freely May 4, 1931.

predicted yesterday.

The fact that public office in the city and county seems invariably to penalize
persons who urdertake to serve the citizenship is held responsible in some degree,
too, for the lack of candidates for the council, it was also agreédl.

Charlie left office on May 3, 1933. Newly elected Mayor Arthur Wearwho had served on
city council with Charlie,offered these words for his predecessor,

| wish to pay tribute to our retiring mayor. No man has given more of his time for
less money in the service of the city than Honorable Charles E. Lambeth. | regret he
is not to be with us, in person but | knowthat he will be with us in heart. And, Mr.
Mayor, if you can change the direction of your automobile and head toward the city
hall, you will also find a parking place in the rear of the city ha#

310- AUT O ) O . | Gchabldtte Re®d DecengbArB,11938.

20,11 C (1 600 GrirlGte Nelv Mayh 10 F1634.

$B3O0. 1 #A1 AEAAAEAO &EI| KWarlofis CbsemdiFOtuanlil, @933 E1 2 AAAhR 6
#O#1 O1 AEl 4 AEAO | AAE AChdilottgd MevgMay 369FA OAA - AUT Oh o
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City Hall employees presented the outgoing mayor with adsket of flowers, a token of their
appreciation for his hard work. TheObservereported workers choked back tears as they

bid Charlie farewell. An interview the following day, however, alluded to a downside of his
OEI A ET) 6IOAERA A my/ddérspnalaifairsl In raylefibrt to devote the time

T AAAOOAOU O1 OEA xiI OE ET OEA 1 AUT 0860 1 £ZFEAA )

As Charlie was handing over the mayoral gavel to Arthur Wearn, Laura was away from
Charlotte in New York City, a favorite getaway locale. She returned to Charlotte to attend a
wedding, but a few weeks later she headed back to the city where she was eststtilig a
permanent home. Charlie immersed himself in reestablishing his commercial and civic
activities much as he had as mayor. The issues in their marriage likely went back to the
beginning, a whirlwind romance between an eighteen year old heiress and ambitious,
outgoing young businessmanin addition, it appeared that the Lambeths had differing
opinions on their social exposure Laura valued her privacy, with curated mentions of
bridge luncheons and hosted social events in the society gossip pages. Bytast, Charlie
did not mind the attention. Few photographs of the couple were published in newspapers.
There was unhappiness in the union, and it came to a head in the summer of 1983.

yT 1T AOA 01 uUh #EAOI EA EAAAAA @iLambdtxandthe®@E OOT
will go to Denmark, Maine, to visit their two sons, Jimmy and Harvey, who are spending the

O0O6i I A0 AO # AiHB, Laut,lahdiHAN8y headed to Blowing Rock on August 1 to

spend a week or so at Mayfair Manor, perhaps a lagasp dfort to preserve the marriage38

But soon afterwards, Charlie and Laura officially separated. The separation agreement

made on August 29 outlined the conditions. They would continue to live separately

wherever they chose without being compelled to move lik in together. Laura would have

AOOOT AU T &£ (AOOGAU AT A *EIT U AT A OOCEAIT DOl OEA
AAOAAOGET 1T T &£ OEA OAEA AEEI AOAT OEOI OCEI 60 OEA
would not be restricted, and they could live with him &r at least one month each year. They
relinquished any rights to property or assets gained by the other while married. The

agreement would not impact the ability to file for divorce3®

On September 9, the Associated Press broke the news that Charlie traeeto Reng
Nevada,to establishthe necessarysix weeks of residencdo file for divorce. He had left

3O00AU , Al AAGE 4 OE A O Ohlrlotte@bserferMayXE10%3. /| £FZEAAR 6

36 Charlotte ObserverMay 6, 1933Charlotte News May 23, 1933.

70&1 O AO - AUT O , Al AA OEnhardfid Qbsetvdrlulpdo, 1938.x 91 OEh 6
38 Charlotte ObserverAugust 2, 1933.

39 Mecklenburg County Deed Book 881, Page 401.
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Charlotte on September 2, not long after the separation agreemefitin Octoberit was

OADPT OOAA OEAO EA OEAO AAAT hol@idis@ccasionalkEOOOAT U
OAAT AO ODPI OOET ¢ A &Dh Qc@beAl7 AfteEa crodsdirplaidbyAl OAO8 6
Laura had been received by the court, the district court judge passed down his rulinge H

concluded that allegations by Charli®f extreme aquelty by Laura were not true, writing in

the opinion,

That during said marriage the plaintiff has treated the defendant with extreme

AOOAIT Ou AO Al 1 ACAA EIT -ddriApmiAtl TRAABeCds®of AT OxAO A
Pl AET OEEES O OAEA A mOtednicdused Pidvlus fhisical dnd £AT A AT
mental suffering, her health was impaired, and she had cause to fear serious

physical injury at the hands of plaintiff, and also permanent impairment of her

health42

Thedivorce was grantedto Laura. Five days latershemarried banker Edward Charles
Mattesin New York, where she had lived at 1148 Fifth Avenue since her separation from
Charlie. The wedding took place at the Waldorf Astoria ithe apartment of her mother Ella
Bost CannonThough she would return to Charlotte occasionally to visit family and friends,
Laura lived in New York until her death in 195243

Charlie remained in Charlotte, where he organized the Charles E. Lambeth Insurance
Company in December 19334 He was electedo two terms as president of the Charlotte
Chamber of Commerce, in which he continued to work for the establishment of a municipal
airport. After seemingly recovering from the stress of serving in office, Charlie made
another run for mayor in 1935.The mayoral race had been separated out from city council,
but he came in third behind incumbent Arthur Wearn and city councilman Ben Douglas.
The latter candidate would win the general election, and during his time in office the dream
of a municipal airport for Charlotte was finally achieved. In July 1937 Charlie remarried to
Sally McAden Cothran, with whom he had two children. Elected to city school board in
1941, he resigned after a year to serve as a lieutenant commander in the Navy Air Corps
during World War Il. It is possible that Charlie may have become mayor again, as he was

©“0, Al AROGE 7EIT - AEA 5@arletteNevb AARADOABEDO OpdAhLaphett o O- 008
7AA . 8 9 &hatloitd GbdewdrNDvember 1, 1933. o
“0, Al AAGE 3111 OicChatlo@eObsEivedOchiieil, QBA h 6

42 Charles E. Lambeth v. Laura Cannon Lambeé®578 2d. Nev. (1933).

B33- 008 , AOOA , Al AROYH OF ODAA- ABA D8 ChFEMeDADBEBRO ( Al AR S
44 The company was initially considered the insurance arm of Lambeth Realty Company, of which Laura also

EAT A OOT AE8s 3EA OOACAA A EI OOEI A OAEAT OAO 1T &# OEA AOOEI
installing a board of directors drawn£OT i EAO EAT EI U8O #11 AT OA AOOGET AOGO AOO]
AT OEOEAO xAOA OAOAOAA ET * Al OAOU p Gladoge Cbsewerwdary, Al AAOE
pnth pwotnN O. Ax 0 Odnéretie NéwdApiil 2B, 1934A A1 #1 8h 6
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elected to city council in 1947 and selected as mayor pro tem. However, he unexpectedly
died in New York following throat surgery in September 19485

The Sullivan Family

Though Laura had moved to New
York Qty, she retained ownership of
the house on Hermitage Road. She
rented the property until selling it to
Ella Sayre Sullivan in October 1935
for a paltry $33,50046 A memberof
a notable Montgomery, Alabama,
family, Ella Hargrove Sayrg1888-
1971) was a cousin toauthor Zelda
Sayre Fitzgeraldwife of The Great
Gatsbyauthor F. Scott Fitzgerald;
diplomat Francis Bowes Sayre, Sr.,

High Commissioner to the Figure 11 Ella Sayre Sullivan pictured with her son, Walter Bernard
Philippines from 1939 to 1942 and Sullivan, Jr., in 191Bayre Sullivan Papers, J. Murray Atkins Library

. . Special Collections, University of North Carolina at Charlotte.
son-in-law of Woodrow Wilson; and
J. Lister Hill,U. S. Senatarepresenting Alabamafrom 1938 to 1969. She met newspaper
executive Walter Bernard Sullivana native of Savannah, Georgiatho worked with the
MontgomeryAdvertiser, and they announced their engagement in June 1911. Howevar,
few months later Walter became gravely sick on a business trip to Toledo, Ohio. Ella
traveled there to care for him, and they were married at his bedsid&Valter purchased an
interest in the Columbia Recordh 1913, and the couple moved to South Carolina. Three
years laer, he partnered with Curtis Johnson, owner of th&noxville Sentinelto purchase
the Observer The Sullivans moved from Columbia to Charlottevhere theybought a home
on Harvard Place in Myers ParRVNalter served as president and general manager of the
newspaper until 1919, when his lingering health issues forced him to retire. He died in New
York on October 5, 1921, leaving Ella and one surviving child, daughter Clayton Sayre
Sullivan (1918-1973).47

sO#HMD , Al AAOE $ ECh#dlottE News Skptembel 13,8 948.

- AAET AT AOOC #1 01 OU $AAA "1 1T E wuyp h CadoeMNewsdanugry D$ AAA &EIT
1936. Discrepancies in the deed delayed the actual filing until January 1936.

733 QanBABUOA %l CACAI AlMddtgdmbry Adeitishil AhBT A cmnh -pAPORN 3O 1 EOAT
Montgomery TimesAugust 22, 191107 A1 OAO " AO1T AOA 3Ol | EHisboiybfdNorteT ( OCE 48
Carolina,Vol. IV Family and Personal History (New York: Lewisistorical Publishing Company, Inc., 1956),

766-768:0/ AOAOOA O # E Bharlptfe Blews Aptil A, @91& Two children were deceased, Eleanor

Sayre Sullivan (19141915) and Walter Bernard Sullivan, Jr. (191-1918).
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Figure 12 Ella, seated at the table, hosted

tea for the YWCA in February 1962 to rais

funds for a new facility on Park Road. "Te:

4 (1177006 97 , AAEAOhG

While Ella retained her

L) EOOAAT ABO T x1 AOOEED
g the Observershe did not involve

herself in its operation. Instead,

Ella was an active member of

#EAOI T OOA8O O1T AEAT A

philanthropic community. She

was a member of Cérlotte

Country Club; it does not appear

that she was friends with Laura,

though Ella was close with

Cherry Cannon, the wife of Martin L. Cannon and her neighbor at the former Duke mansion.

In 1946-1947 Ella was the only woman to serve as president of tt@ommunity Chest, a

predecessor of the United Way of Greater Charlotte. But the organization closest to her

heart was the YWCA of Charlotte. Ella was elected to two terms as its president, from 1930

1934 and again from 19401946.48

Ella and her daughter wee very close, with Clayton receiving letters from her mother

almost daily. When the LambetkSullivan House was purchased in 1935, Clayton was

attending boarding school in Washington, D. C. Ella wrote extensively about the process of
purchasing and movingito the house/ T/ AOT AAO th OEA OI 1 A EAO A/
El OOA EO Al OCEOh AT A OEA 11 OEAA AAIT A 100 EI

i TOAA ET A % HoWebds, nOvin@iktd tihe Bouse would become an ordeal.

Laura had rented the haise to Osmond L. Barringer earlier that year. On October 16, her

realtor called to say the Barringers would move out in early Novembeéf. A few days later,

Ella complained to Clayton that the Barringers were terrible tenants O- 08 " AOOET CAO
disturbed somany things in the house, and | never saw so much trash and [detritus]. | was

Ol I AxEAO AADOA G®AtAhe indicAtéd the reasdnAa@ &lovember 7 letter to

Claytoe O) £AA1T O1T OOU &1 O OEA " AXs0&l©©de®bpl OEAU AO

(@}

xET T1TAA EAA 1 154FiAdly, Elld tbo® rkstdengedn harinéwehéme by mid
November.
#0- 008 3011 EOAT . AR A Glindote Obdervdi O EHOOAGU xF pwton O- 008

97#! 0 OAGCharktkiOBsargrJanuary 26, 1946.

49 Ella Sayre Sullivan to Clayton Sullivan, October 4, 1935.
50 Ella Sayre Sullivan to Clayton Sullivan, October 16, 1935.
51 Ella Sayre Sullivan to Clayton Sullivan, October 21, 1935.
52 Ella Sayre Sullivan to Clayton Sullivan, November 7, 1935.
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0 AOOET ¢ OEA |,
the Sullivan house was a center
of Myers Park social activity.
Lansdale, as it was named by
Ella, hosted meetings, luncheons,
dinner parties, and other evertls
£l O #EAOI T OOAB OF
as notable outof-town guests.
Laurence A. Steinhardt, who
served as U. S. Ambassador to
Sweden and to Russia, was a
frequent guest along with his
wife Dulcie?3 But unlike Laura,

Ella was more open to DUb“C Figure 13 Ella in the rose garden of the LambetBullivan House, Septembe
attention? she was ceowner of 1961. Sayre Sullivan Papers, J. Murray Atkins &ilgrSpecial Collections,

University of North Carolina at Charlotte.
a newspaper, after all. The
Hermitage Road home became a frequent stop on public garden todie LambethSullivan
House was featured on the Charlotte Garden Club tour in 19447, 1952, 1956 and 1966
and on the tour of homes sponsored by the Mint Museum Tour of Art in 1953. The highlight
of the house was its rose gardens, which Ella retained after purchasing the propepty.
Ella eventually remarried to Duke Power Company cliaOi AT 78 38 /6" 8 21 AEI
1958. They resided in the house until their deaths, Robinson in 1967 and Ella in 1971.
Granddaughter Sayre Lineberger inherited the property. The daughter of Clayton and her
second husband Henry A. Lineberger of the Belmotextile family, she had grown up
across the street at the Duke mansigmamedWhite Oaks byMartin and Cherry Cannon,
which her parents purchased in 19575 After marrying local architect James E. Meyer in
1977, they embarked on interior renovations. No exterior changes, save for sandblasting
andrepAET OET ¢ OEA OOOAAT O EOO 1T OECET Al AEONOA
AOAEEOAAOR OEAOA OAAITT U EO
I

AAAOCOEAOI 1 U AAROECT AA AT A A

AT UOEET ¢ ) x1 Ol
80

- o
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o
m\ Qu

30- 008 301 1 EOAT (A GOhdrOnk OdveSepimder BAakotp N O3 OAET EAOAO 7EI I
40, AOO # Al 1 OichdrditoMedd | H OBIOOADh pwtoen O AOAdhhrote] OO 01 Al
Newh ! DOEI ¢¢h pwtxn Opdug ! oiifstéhiNewd I OAOAEOPAh CAAv &N O(I
BAEAADI A ) OnarplieiNeibA BRMDOAT AAO ¢uh pwuven O! UAT AAO #1 1 A &E
Charlotte ObserverMarch 20, 1966.

55 After the death of Martin L. and Cherry Cannon, White Oskvas donated to Myers Park Presbyterian

#EOOAEh xEEAE OI1 A EO OI OEA |, El Rhado@eb@aiund 23A10A - AT OE
s, AOl EA 70ECEO ( AUxIT 1 ASouthérh ActeAt®) Nd. 4 (FulyADdust 19858, D4A h 6
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Sayre put the LambethSullivan House on thanarket in 1994. It was purchased by Buford

Ortale, a real estate and private equity investor from Nashville, and his wife Cynthia. After

less than two years, the Ortales sold the house to Rick and Dee Ray, founders of Raycom

Sports. The Raysad purchased White Oaks in 1989, which they restored and sold for $4.3

million to the Lynnwood Foundation for conversion into the event center today known as

the Duke Mansion. In late 2004, the Rays sold the house to Edward |. Weisiger, president of
Carolina Tractor, and wfe Elizabeth3 AEA $AA 1T &£ OEA OAI Ah 0O7A3O0A
AAAOOEAOI ETITA T1T (AOIiEOACA 21 AAh A®The OEA 7AE
current owner, Elkhannah Properties, LLC, acquired the house in 20%8.

There is little information about the staff who worked for the Lambeths and Sullivans in the
upkeep of the large house. While the stories of the staff do not directly tie into the historical
significance of the LambethSullivan House any information is valuable in adding to the
context of the race and class structures in Charlotte.

In December 1932 it was reported that Lee Reid, who had worked for Charlie for the

previous decade, died at home after a short illness. Reid was the sdran enslaved father

who had worked for many white families in the city. He was buried in the First
00AOAUOAOGEAT #EOOAE AAI AOGAOU OET A DPI1T O OAOGAO
AT TTAAOAA x EOReidasAisted i theDA & Eensasd the Charlotte city

directory in 1930 as part of the Lambeth household, working as a gardener. It was not

uncommon for monied white families to have livein servants; Hermitage Road neighbors

having this arrangement included Stuart and Julia Cramer (Blservant Lucinda Heart)

Paul and Maude Efird (Black servant George Long) AOOET AT A / ET A O#EAOOU
(white gardener Lawrence Orrand wife Emma B. Orr a housekeeper, and white governess

Ethel M. Cawley), John and Una Oates (Black servant Maggieksgy and James and Kitty

Crowell (Black servant Nora Wilsonp!

s7- AAET AT AGOC #1 01 06U $AAA "TTE woexph O0OACA xc¢n O(EOOI OU
Charlotte ObserverMay 3, 1998.

80371 OOE0OAOE * AxAl AOq &I OC KarlodeObselvaiibrhary 16,200 ! O 91 & ! OAR
59 Mecklenburg County Deed Book 31012, Page 679.

0Q7AT 1 +11 x1 ChalldiNewspécdnbér 8, 1932.

611930 U. S. Censy4930 Charlotte City Directory, 712.
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Architectural Description

3

The LambethSullivan House is a Myers Park architectural landmark. Prominently located

at the corner of Hermitage Road and Ardsley Road, the grand structure is a blend of

Colonial Revival, Georgian Revival, and French Eclectic elements unusual to the

neighborhood, which possesses a heavy concentration of architedesigned Colonial

Revival, Bungalow, Tudor Revival, and Georgian Revival mansions dating to before World

War Il. The LambethSullivan House was designed by Philadelphia architect Charles Barton

KeAT AT A AT i Dl AOGAA ET pwgx8 +AAT CAETAA 11 OEAA
was commissioned to desigrReynolda House in WinstorSalemthe Bungalow mansion

and estate of R. J. and Katharine Reynolds compleiadl917.

The LambethSullivan Howse is indicative of the blending of eclectic and traditional

architecture produced by Keen. Starting practice as the popularity of Beaux Arts design

surged due to the 1893 Columbian Exposition in Chicago, Keen drew from a variety of

European vernacular styes to craft his aesthetic of country estates for the business elite of

the Mid-! O1 AT OEA OACEI18 ' O AOAEEOAAOOOAI EEOOI OEA
work represents a core aesthetie sensitivity to site, integration of house and garden,
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appreciation for local building materials, and restrained intermingling of colonial

OAOT AAOI AOh ! 000 AT A # AABDOD OAIxA OKAAKAAIL EDOOEO A
generally embraced the more conservative nature of his Southern clients, with Colonial
Revival,Georgian Revival, and (among earlier works) Bungalow styles preferred. In

Charlotte, Keen also designed two other residences in addition to the LambeSullivan

House? the 1920-1922 Colonial Revival renovation of a farmhouse for Robert and Daisy

Hanes Lasder (no longer extant) at 1600 West Fourth Street, and Colonial Revival home

for Howard Madison and Rosalie Tarver Wade at 530 Hermitage Road, constructed

between 1928 and 1930 These two works displayed the less adventurous stylistic choices

of CharlottA3 O AOOET AOO Al EOA & O OEAE csulwaniHduwen ET Al
xEEAE EEOOI OEAT 4EiI T A0 78 (AT AEAOO AAOAOEAAA
OET OAT OEOAT AOGOGS6 AT A xEITEITCTAOO Ol 3pdrbiE OAAUIT
reason, he LambethSullivan House stands out as an exceptional example of the range of

+AAT 80 AAOGECT AOET 08

The LambethSullivan House is located on a large corner lot of 1.237 acres, with the house
facing west toward Hermitage Road. A circle drive provides accessthe frontage street

and Ardsley Road, leading to a parking area at the front entrance of the home. The lot is
shaded along its edges, with the mature trees that characteristically line the streets of
Myers Park and various willow oaks and coniferous eargreens along the property lines. A
large magnolia tree is located adjacent to the house at its south elevation. The backyard is
enclosed with black aluminum fencing with gates flanking the front elevation of the house
and tall brick walls at the side andear property edges.

The LambethSullivan House is constructed with a steel frame, a common structural choice
of Keen. The exterior sheathing is coprised of stucco applied over stone tile, a
manufactured product by local producer Southern Tile and Bricklhe house has an
imposing primary mass two-and-a-half stories in height, five bays wide, and three bays
deep. The sidegabled roof has green tile and pairs of chimneys separated by a parapet on
either side. Wings extend from the side elevatiors the north wing is two stories in height,
three bays wide, and has a green tile gambrel roof; while the south wing is a es@ry
square solarium with a balustrade along the edge of its flat roof. The rear of the house
features a crossgabled wing with a centered chinney and unusual curvilinear parapet. A
flat-roofed porch topped with wrought-iron railing is located to the right of the wing, while
a flagstone patio is placed at its lefSecond floor windows in the primary mass are wall
dormers topped with segmented @rapets.

2. AOCAOAO 30pbPi AA 31 EOGEh O#EAOI AO "AOOGI 1T +AAThde .1 O00E
Dictionary (2013), https://ncarchitects.lib.ncsu.edu/people/P000380 , accessed February 13, 2023.
63 egacy 182.
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The front elevation of the LambethSullivan House projects the juxtaposition ohigh society
formality and Southern casualness of 1920s Myers PaHomes It is rigidly symmetrical

and intricately detailed, especially at the entrance bay, yet tHerench-style influences lend
an air of country retreat. The front is five bays wide and symmetrical in its layout. The
centered entrance bay features twepanel double doors with two-lite storm doors topped
with a solid panel. The flanking recessed silit e sidelights and solid panels at the base and
head are separated from the door with fluted pilastersThe bullnosed stone front stoop has
a segmented arch and wrought iron railing at either sidd.arge brackets with curved
profiles support the flat segmened balcony overhead, which has a wroughton railing.
Above is a 12over-12 window, larger in size to emphasize the entrance bay, with plaster
garland motif in the segmented parapet. Pairs of identical bays flank the entrance. They
feature 8-over-12 windows with wood shutters at the first level and 8over-8 windows

with flower boxes at the second level. Basement fenestration is also present, hidden behind
the hedges along the elevation, and features metal gratepped lightwells with horizontal
windows. The shutters are louvered with a topiary design cut out in the top panel. Metal
gutters along the fascia drain into downspouts centered between each bay.
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The south elevation of the Lambett8 O1 1 EOQOAT (1 OOA AT 1 OET OAO OEA
design. It is four bays wide and 2.5 stories in height. At its center are the paired chimney
stacks, the front chimney functional, with connecting parapet, which protruds from the
elevation face. A onestory flat-roofed porch, square in plan, extends from the primary
mass of the house. The porch is three bays wide on either side with everslyaced screened
openings with T-shaped muntins and a balustrade along its roof egk. Flanking the porch
are a pair of 8light wood French doors at the left and similar doors with flanking sidelights
at the right. The second level has four everdgpaced windows three 8-over-8 windows
and one paired 6over-6 window. The upper level has aentered single 6over-6 window
with a wide fan-shaped vent with decorative grille above, and flanking the chimney stack
protrusion are quarter round windows.
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The north elevation, while similarly symmetrical to its counterpart, is dominated by a twe
story gambrel wing. The primary mass of the house has the same protruding chimney
stacks with parapet and fenestration pattern at its top level. However, the protrusion is
slightly wider with a perpendicular shoulder with slate tile. At the front are an 8over-12
window at the first level and 8over-8 window at the second level. The gambrel wing
viewed from the front of the LambethSullivan House is three bays long and three bays
wide. Its front is symmetrical with 6-over-6 windows on the first level lined upwith arched
recessed dormers with 6over-6 windows. The side elevation of the gambrel wing has a
centered chimney with slatetiled shoulders. On either side, &ver-6 windows are located
on the second level while the first level has a-6ver-6 window at the right and a triple-
front window with transom at the left.
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The rear elevation of the LambetkSullivan House deviates from the rigid symmetry of the
front and side elevations, though not dramatically. A crosgabled wing with centered
chimney and curviinear parapet projects from the center of the primary mass. The wing is
three bays wide withfenestration flanking the chimney on each level 6-over-9 windows

on the first level, 6over-6 windows on the second level, and small-dght casement
windows at the top level. These window placements repeat on the left elevation of this
wing, while on the right elevation only the second level window is the same. The left and
right portions of the rear elevation are symmetrical in their upper fenestratiorr pairs of 6-
over-6 windows in segmentedparapet wall dormers at the second level, and two shed
dormers, the outer dormers recessed with éver-6 windows and the inner dormers having
small 4-light casement windows, at the top level. The left portion has a trio of Frehaoors,
the center pair operable, leading to an uncovered flagstone patio. The right portion features
a flat-roofed porch with wrought iron balustrade and squaresection posts. At right is a
half-light door flanked by 6-light casement windows, while to tre left is a 6over-6 window
adjacent to a 12light door in the right elevation of the crossgable wing.

The rear elevation of the gambrel wing is flush with the primary mass. The first level has
three bays with paired 6-over-9 windows, a small 6light casenent window, and an arched
French door with sidelights under a segmented hood. The second level has two recessed
dormers matching those on the front of the gambrel wing.
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There are two noncontributing buildings or structures on the property of the Lambeh-
Sullivan House. The first is an kground swimming pool, installed in 2017. The second is a
hip-roofed garden shed, constructed in 2018.
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