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Ordinance 1/o , 855- X 

AN ORDINANCE D&SICNAT lNG TUE PROPERTY KNOWN AS THE " :-1ASONIC T£HPLE, • 
INCLUDING THE CXTERIOR ONLY OF T!!E BUILDING, /IS HISTORIC PROPERTY, 
Al ' 3 29 SOUTH TRYON STREET IN CflARLOTTE , NORTIJ CI\ROLINA , /\NO RECORD­
ED ON PARCEL NUMBER 1 25 -051-.01 I N THE MCCKLEMDURG COUNTY TAX OFFICE. 

WERE.AS , a ll of t he prerequisites to the adoption of this ordinance 

proscribed in Par t 3B, Ar ticle 19, c hapter 160A ~s ame nded o f t~e Gen-

exa l Statutes of nor th Carol ina have been met: and ~ 

·•.:.'c , ., 

.. , 
'. 

, .., f') 
WHEREAS, tho City Council of Charlotte, North Carolina , haS :taken --~' ' , ... .. . · ' ,.,, 

into f ull cons iderati on all s t a te:nents and information presented at ' 

the joint public hearing held wi th the Charlotte-Mec klenburg Histor i c 

Properties Comm.issi on on the _ _ . 1_5'--t'--b'-·---- day of Oecenber 

on t he question of designa ting t he property known as t he "Mo.sonic Ternpll?" 

as historic pr operty; ~nd 

ffHER.EAS, the buildinq is architectural ly s igni ficant as t he only 

ex:i.mple of the Egyptian ~evival s t yl e i n Charlotte-Mecklenburg ; nnd 

WHEREAS , the buildlng i s the onl y one in Char lotte which was 

erec ted t o s erve as a mos onic temple; a nd 

WHEREAS , it was designed by Book , Rogers : C. c. Book is an 

architect of loc~l and r egiona l importa nce1 and 

WHEREAS , the building serves as the symbolic landma rk of the 

Charlott e ma sons , a nd 

WHER.CAS , t he sit e retains its essential integrity and sett i ng 

or fet'?'lin9 1 and 

WHEREAS , t he Char lott e - Mec klenburg Histori c Pr opert i es Commission 

bas demonstrated the historic, a r chitect ural, and/or cultural s i g­

nif icance of the property known as the •1,tasonic Temple;" and 

WRBREAS , tho North carol i na Division of 1\rchives and History 

judges t hat t he prope.rty k nown as tho "'Ma son i c Templ e " possees arch­

itect ura l significance; a nd 

WHEREI\S , tho property known as t he • t iasonic Temple" is ve sted i n 
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fee simple title to the Masonic Temple Association of the City o f 

Charlotte. 

NOW, THEREFORE· BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of Charlotte, 

North Carolina: 

1. That tho property known as the •Masonic Temple,• including 

the exterior o f the bui;ding only, is hereby designated as historic 

property pursuant to Part 3B, ~ticle 19, Chapter 160A of the General 

Statutes of North Carolina. For purposes of description only, the 

location of said property is noted as being situated on a tract of 

property at 329 south Tryon Street, in Charlotte, North Carolina, as 

recorded on Parcel Number 125-051-01 in the Tax Office of Mecklenburg 

County, North Carolina. 

2. That said designated property may be materially altered, re­

stored, moved Or demolis~ed only following the issuance of a certi­

ficate of appropriateness by the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Historic Pro­

perties Commission. An application for a certificate of appropriate­

ness authorizing the demolition of said property may not be denied4 

However, .the effective date of such a certificate may be delayed in 

accordance with Chapter 160A, Article 19, Part 3B, and amendments 

thereto and hereinafter adopted. 

3. That nothing in this ordi~ance shall be construed to prevent . .. 
or delay the ordinary maintenance or repair of any architectural fea­

ture in or on said property that .does not involve a change o·f design, 

material or outer appearance thereof, nor to 'prevent or delay the 

making of elt\ergeney repairs, nor to prevent or delay the construction. 

reconstruction, alteration, restoration, demolition or removal of any 

such feature when a building inspector or similar officia~ certifieo 

to the Commission that such action is required for the public safety 
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because of an unsafe condition. Nothing herein shall be construed 

to prevent the property owner from making any use of this property 

not prohibited by other statutes, ordinances or regulations. 

4. That a suitable sign may be posted indicating that said pro­

perty has been designated as historic property and containing any 

other appropriate information. If the owner consents, the sign shall 

be placed on said property. If the owner objects, the sign shall be 
placed on a nearby public right-of-way. 

5. That the owners and occupants of the property known as the 

•Masonic Temple~ be given the notice of this ordinance as required 

by applicable law and t hat copies of this ordinance be filed and 

indexed in the offices of the City Clerk, Building Inspection Depart­

ment, Mecklenburg County Register of Deeds and the Tax supervisor as 

required by applicable law. 

6. That which is designAted as historic property shall be sub­

ject to Chapter 160.A, Article 19, Part 3B, and any amendments to it 

and any amendments hereinafter. adopted. 

Approved as to form: 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Ruth Armstrong, City Clerk of the c;ty of Charlotte, Horth Carolina, 
DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the forego;n9 is a true and exact copy of an ordinance 
adopted by the City Counc;l of the City of Charlotte, North Carol;na, in 
regular session convened on the 15th day of l>ecell'ber, 1980, the reference 
having been made in Minute Book 75, and recorded in full in Ord;nance Book 
30, beginning at Page 203 and end;n9 at Page 204. 

WITIIESS ll1l' hand and the corporate seal 
this the 16th d/lY of Deceni>er, 1980. 

of the City of Charlotte, North· Carolfna, 

-A2-cl.'.. C:;;.;/;,, :-
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