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l\N ORDIN/\NCE DESIGNAT ING THE EXTERIOR OF /\ BUILDING KNONN AS THE ·i 33 
"INDEPENDENCE BUILDING" LOCA'rllO AT 100-102 WEST ·rRADE STREET IN 
THE CITY OF CHARLOTTE AS HISTORIC PROPERTY. 

12 ~ 
WHEREAS, all of the prerequisites to the adopti~ ~f ~ ~ 

/.-fl..:,- /~ .. .,, ~ ~ 
~~~ ~ .J'-.o -,,., 

ordinance prescribed in Part 3B, Article 19,. Chapter 16"~ 6.-f the •~:;;p ~ ,_.,,"1' . . ,. t.,,L -9"~ <:) 
" ~~• r ,;.,: ~ .. .:. v>. ~ 

General Statutes of North Ca.:-olina have been met ; and ~ •;--'. :P -;..:.. 
~?. ~~ ·;: . ~ -

'Cl _,,,., -;., ,.T, 
WHEREAS, the City Council has taken into full consi_dera,tiQfh 

"'o \0 ~' ~-­
. ,p .,.-? 

a l l statements and information presented at the joint public·~ 

heat:ing held with the Charlotte Hecklcnburg Historic Properties 

Commission on the 8th day of _ _ __ ~Hl;i:· ~--- - --' 197_8 __ _ 

on the question of des ignating the exterior of a building known 

as the "Independence Building" as historic property; and 

WHBREAS , the building known as the ''Independence Building" 

is historically important to Charlotte and t4ecklenb\1rg county 

in that it possesses architectural importance as the first stcel­

fraine high-rise bu ilding erected in North Carolina; and 

wnr.REAS, the building known as the " Independence Building"' 

was designed by arc hitec ts of national renown; and 

WHEREAS, the building known as the • Independence Build i ng" 

has been associated with the careers of many of Charlotte ' s 

most prominent cit izens of this country; and 

WHEREAS, the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Historic Properties 

Commission has demonstrated the h istoric significance of the 

exterior or a building known as the "Independence Building"; and 

~1HE~, the Division of Archives and History of the North 

Carol ina Department of Cultural Resources has endorsed the findings 

of the Charlotte- Mecklenburg Historic Properties Commission; and 
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WHEREAS , the building a nd property known as the •rndepcndencc 

Building"' is owned .in. f ee simple by t he Rushing Construction 

Company. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by tho Ci ty c ounc i l o f t he 

City of Charlotte, North Car olina; 

1. That the exterior of a building known as t he •tndopendence 

Building" l oca t ed within t he Ci ty o f Charlotte is hereby desig nated 

as historic property pursuant t o Par,t J B, Ar ticle 19, Chapter 160A 

of the General Statutes o f North Carolina. For purpOSQS o f 

description only, the l ocati on of s a id buildi ng is no t8d as be ing 

situated on real propert y described in a document recorded in the 

Mock lenbu.rg County Public negi~try i n Book 36 84 at Page 386. 

2. Tha t said build ing may not be dcrnolished, materia lly 

alte red, r emodeled or r emoved unti l ninety (90 ) days ' written 

noti ce of t he owner ' s proposed action has been given to the 

Chnrlottc-Mecklenbur9 Hi storic Proper ties COrl'lllission. 

3. That nothing in this ordi na nce shall be const rued 

t o preven t t he ordinary ma intenance or repa i r of any e xt e r i or 

archi t ect ural fea ture in or on t he •1ooependcnce Build i ng•, t hat 

does not invol ve a change in design, material, o:r outer appea r~nce 

t hereof, not t o prevent the construction, r e construction, altera ­

t ion , r estoration , demoli tion or r emoval of a ny suc h feature 

whe n ~ bu i lding i nspect or or s imilar of f icial certi f ies to the 

Commission that such action is requ i red for t he public safety 
. 

because of; a n unsafo condition . Not hing he rein shul l be cons t r ued 

to prevent the property owners from m:a.king a ny u s e of t his propert y 



so"'a'C 
406 1 05.04 

- 3 -

4. That a suitable sign shall be posted ind i cating the 

said building and propert y's designation as h istoric pl:'operty 

and containing any other appropriate information. If the owners 

conscnt
1 

the s ign shall be placed upon the said building or 

propert y . If the owners object, the sign shall be placed on a 

nearby publ i c right of way. 

S . That the owners and occupants of the building and 

property known as the '" Independence Building" be given the notice 

of this ordi nance as required by applicable law and tha t copies 

of this ordinance be filed and indexed in the offices of the City 

Clerk, Mecklenbur g County Register of Deeds, Building Inspection 

Depart ment and Tax Supervisor as required by appl icable law. 

Approved as to form ; 

C E R T I F l C A T I O N 

I, Ruth Armstrong, Ci t y Clerk of the City of Charlotte~ North Carol ina, 
DO HEREBY CERTif:Y thi'lt the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an 
Ordinance adopted by the. City Council of the City of Ch~·tlotte,. North 
Carolina., in regular session convened on the 8th d;.iy of May, 1978, the 
r eference having been oade in Minute Book 68, and is recorded i n full 
io Ordinance Book 2S, at Page 393- 39S. 

l'iliN£SS my hand and the corpor.1.te sea l of t he City of Charlotte, North 
Car olina, t his t he 10th day of May, 1978. 

() .~,, ' .' ;·~ ,;~ 
• _,i,..,L,<..r, _ ,, V - I • 

Ruth Anns tron? , ."C~.tt.,_ . erk 
. . . 
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