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T.J. Renfrow and Son General Store, Matthews, ca. 1900.
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Heath and.Reid General Store, Matthews, ca. 1889.
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the rear. On Saturdays farmers came here for se£d, 

fertilizer, flour, sugar, and assorted other goods. And like 

general merchants throughout the county, Heath and Reid often 

furnished these supplies in exchange for portions of the 

cotton harvests.19

UPTOWN 

The county's small towns were more than places of 

business; they were homes to the people who made livings 

there. In each town Main Street was bounded by the houses of 

leading businessmen and professionals, large farmers who had 

moved to town, skilled tradesmen, and smaller shopkeepers and 

clerks. They comprised an emerging "uptown" social class in 

the Fiedmont which, particularly in larger cities, was 

culturally and geographically distinct from the white working 

class (typically mill people) and African Americans.20 Its

membership aspired to the fashionable neighborhoods, belonged 

to the principal churches, and attended schools beyond the 

bounds of the mill. In the small towns of Mecklenburg 

County, however, such class distinctions were often blurred. 

Wealthier townspeople and mill workers alike worshipped in 

the same churches and enrolled their children in the public 

schools. On occasion they even owned homes on the same 

blocks. Nevertheless, a recognizable uptown landscape 

existed. It consisted of streets oriented to Main Street and 

the railroad tracks, and geographically set apart from areas 

where the great majority of blacks and mill people lived. 
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Figure 7. William Puckett House, Cornelius, ca. 1906. 

Figure 8. Egbert Brown House, Cornelius, ca. 1906. 
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Figure 9. Reid House, Matthews, 1890. 
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Figure 10. Reid House. Porch details. 
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Figure 25. Matthews Baptist Church, Matthews, 1929. 

Figure 26. Huntersville High School Academy, Huntersville, ca. 1888. 
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