
Derita High School Gymnasium

a.  Special Significance In Terms Of Its History, Architecture, And/Or Cultural Importance . The Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
Historic Landmarks Commission judges  that the Derita High School Gymnasium possesses special significance in terms of  
Mecklenburg County.  The Commission bases its judgment on the following considerations:
1) The Derita High School Gymnasium is one of only three extant gymnasiums that were erected by the Mecklenburg 

County Board of Education before World War Two.

2) The Derita High School Gymnasium documents the rising importance of physical education and sports in secondary 
public education in Mecklenburg County in the 1920’s and 1930s.

3) The Derita High School Gymnasium, designed by Lucian Jackson Dale, is the only extant pre-World War Two public 
school gymnasium in Charlotte-Mecklenburg,  that exhibits features of mid-century non-revivalist civic design. 



Derita High School Gymnasium

b.  Integrity Of Design, Setting, Workmanship, Materials, Feeling, And/Or Association.  The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Historic 
Landmarks Commission judges that the physical description of the Derita High School Gymnasium  included in this report 
demonstrates that the Derita High School Gymnasium meets this criterion.  
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