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Survey and Research Report 

On The 

Former Charlotte Fire Station Number Ten 
 

 
1. Name And Location Of The Property. The Former Charlotte Fire Station Number Ten is located 

at 2136 Remount Road in Charlotte, N.C. 

 
2. Name And Address Of The Present Owner Of The Property. 

 

Mecklenburg County 

600 East Fourth Street 

Charlotte, N.C. 28202 
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3. Representative Photographs Of The Property. The report contains representative photographs 

of the property. 
 
 

4. Map Depicting The Location Of The Property. 

 

 
 
 

5. Current Deed Book Reference To The Property. The current deed to the property is recorded in 

Deed Book 22686 at Page 787.  The tax parcel number of the property is 06706102. 

6. A Brief Historic Sketch Of The Property. The report contains a brief historical sketch of the 

property prepared by Dr. Dan L. Morrill.  

7. A Brief Physical Description Of The Property. The report contains a brief physical description of the 

property prepared by Stewart Gray. 

8. Documentation Of Why And In What Ways The Property Meets The Criteria For Designation Set 

Forth In N.C.G.S. 160A-400.5. 
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a. Special Significance In Terms Of Its History, Architecture, And/Or Cultural Importance . The 

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Historic Landmarks Commission judges that the Former Charlotte Fire Station 

Number Ten possesses special significance in terms of Charlotte-Mecklenburg. The Commission bases 

its judgment on the following considerations: 

1) The architect of Former Fire Station Number Ten was Charles Wearn Connelly (1905-1967), who 

practiced architecture in Charlotte from 1934 until shortly before his death in November 1967. 

Former Charlotte Fire Station Number Ten is the only Charlotte Fire Station Connelly designed. A 

Charlotte native and graduate of North Carolina State, Connelly demonstrated nimbleness in his 

ability to shift from one architectural design to another. Most comfortable with traditional styles, 

Connelly nonetheless produced plans of various genres, including the mid-century modernist Former 

Charlotte Fire Station Number Ten. This flexibility contributed significantly to ConneƭƭȅΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ŀǎ ŀ 

businessman and architect in Charlotte, a major urban center of North Carolina, especially during the 

years following World War Two. 

2) Former Charlotte Fire Station Number Ten, which went into service in May 1957, is illustrative of 

the evolution of fire station design and configuration in Charlotte. It is one of two one-story, 

rectangular, mid-century modern style suburban fire houses that survive in Charlotte from the 1950s. 

Charlotte, like cities and towns throughout the United States, experienced major changes in its 

townscape in the decades immediately following World War Two. An escalating birth rate, the impact 

of generous home mortgage programs, the expansion of automobile ownership, the construction of 

expressways, and other factors worked together to give rise to escalating suburbanization during the 

ƭŀǘŜ мфплǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ мфрлǎΦ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ мфпл ǿŀǎ мллΣуффΦ Lƴ мфсл ƛǘ ǿŀǎ нлмΣрспΦ ¢ƘŜ 

Charlotte Fire Department responded to this rapid growth.  Charlotte constructed  fire stations, such 

as Former Charlotte Fire Station Number Ten, to serve underserved areas. Fire Station Number Nine 

ǿŜƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мΣ мфррΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ άǊŀƴŎƘ ǎǘȅƭŜέ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ-story building. It no longer exists. 

Of similar contemporary design was Fire Station Number Eleven (1958), designed by Louis Asbury and 

Associates.  Charlotte Fire Station Number Ten has closed but retains its essential physical integrity 

and the attributes of its site.  It has the form and arrangements that characterized mid-century 

modern fire stations in Charlotte and throughout the United States. 

b. Integrity Of Design, Setting, Workmanship, Materials, Feeling, And/Or Association. The Charlotte- 

Mecklenburg Historic Landmarks Commission judges that the physical description included in this 

report demonstrates that the Former Charlotte Fire Station Number Ten meets this criterion. 

9. Ad Valorem Tax Appraisal. The Commission is aware that designation would allow the owner to 

apply for an automatic deferral of 50% of the Ad Valorem taxes on all or any portion of the property 

ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŀ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ άƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƭŀƴŘƳŀǊƪΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀǇǇǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǊƳŜr Charlotte 

Fire Staton No. Ten is $810,500. The property is currently exempt from the payment of property taxes. 

Date Of The Preparation Of This Report:  September 6, 2017 
 

Prepared By:  Dan L. Morrill and Stewart Gray 
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A Brief History Of The Former Charlotte 

Fire Station Number Ten. 

 
Dr. Dan L. Morrill 

September 11, 2017 

 
 
The special significance of Former Charlotte Fire Station Number Ten, which opened in May 1957 at 

2136 Remount Road, is best understood with the context of the evolutionary nature of fire stations 

erected by the Charlotte Fire Department since its establishment in 1887. Fire stations occupy a place 

of special importance in the built environment. Their essential purpose is to house the equipment and 

the personnel needed to fight fires in the neighborhoods which they serve. According to Charlotte Fire 

/ƘƛŜŦ Wƻƴ IŀƴƴŀƴΣ ŀ άǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ŦƛǊŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ άƛǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŎƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ŀǎ 

quickly as ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦέ Hannan also believes that fire stations have symbolic meaning. άCƛǊŜ stations need 

ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾŜȅ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣέ Iŀƴƴŀƴ ŎƻƴǘŜƴŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ άƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ǎƻƭƛŘΣ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭΦέ1 

Historian Rebecca Zurier speaks to this point in her book The American Firehouse: An Architectural and 

Social HistoryΦ ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŦƛǊŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŦƛǊŜƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǊŜ 

ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎΣέ ǎƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴŘǎΣ άǘƘŜȅ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƘǳƳƻǊ ƻǊ ŦŀƴǘŀǎȅΦέ2 The Charlotte 

Fire Department has demonstrated its commitment to both the utilitarian and the symbolic 

ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŦƛǊŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ history. 

 
Fire stations are more than a workplace. Firefighters give nicknames to the fire stations where they 

ǿƻǊƪΦ ! ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜΣ ǎŀȅǎ IŀƴƴŀƴΣ άƛǎ ŀƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 

ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻΦέ CƛǊŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ άŦƛǊǎǘ ƘƻƳŜέ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦƛǊŜŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎΦ ά²ŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻŎƪ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ŀ 

building for one-ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛŦŜΣέ Iŀƴƴŀƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎΦ ά¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ǎŜŎǊŜǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦέ άLŦ ȅƻǳ 

ƘŀǾŜ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΣέ ǎŀȅǎ IŀƴƴŀƴΣ άƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƪƛŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ Ǝǳȅǎ ƻǊ Ǝŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ are 



5  

ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΦέ 3 Firefighters sleep in the fire station, eat in the fire station, take baths in the fire 

station, cut the grass, clip the hedges, and maintain the equipment. Former Charlotte Fire Station 

bǳƳōŜǊ ¢Ŝƴ ǿŀǎ ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ wƻŎƪΦέ   ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ Řǳǘȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎtation was seen as arduous.4
 

 
Fire engines in Charlotte were initially hand-pulled, later horse-pulled, until  1911, when the City ordered 

its first gasoline-powered fire truck.5 No Charlotte fire stations survive from the hand-pulled era, and 

only one, the original Fire Station Number Two in the Dilworth neighborhood, is extant.6 Opening on 

South Boulevard in 1909, Charlotte Fire Station Number Two, like its counterparts in other communities, 

was essentially a red brick horse barn with large arched wooden doors and sleeping space for the 

firefighters on the second floor. It lacked the extravagant embellishment of fire stations built in the late 

муллΩǎΦ ά!ǎ ƛŦ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀ ƴƻ-ƴƻƴǎŜƴǎŜ ŜȄǘŜǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΣέ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ wŜōŜŎŎŀ ½ǳǊƛŜǊΣ άǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

designed for the new, professional fire departments followed the austere forms of factory and 

commercial ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜΦέ7
 

 

 

Charlotte Fire Station Number Two Fire Chief Hendrix Palmer Atop A Horse-Drawn 
Charlotte Steamer 

 

¢ƘŜ мфнлΩǎ ŀƴŘ мфолΩǎ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŦƛǊŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ Ŧŀǎǘ-growing 

Charlotte. No longer required to accommodate horses, these stations were smaller than those erected 

in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Still built of brick and two stories tall, they were 

configured to blend into the streetscapes in which they were located. They occupied small lots. Four 

are extant. Fire Station Number Four (1926) on West Fifth Street, Fire Station Number Five (1929) on 

Wesley Heights Way, Fire Station Number Six (1929) on Laurel Avenue, and Fire Station Number Seven 

(1935) on North Davidson Street. Designed by architect Charles Christian Hook (1870-1938), all are 

revivalist in configuration. Fire Station Number Five has a tiled roof overhang at the parapet. It has 

corner columns with embellished capitals at both ends of the front façade. Fire Station Number Six, 

located on the edge of /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜΩǎ upscale Eastover neighborhood, is especially lavish in its architectural 

detail. The front facade is faced with random fieldstones, thereby allowing it to merge architecturally 

with the bungalows that dominate the adjoining streetscape. Stone arches highlight both the two 

engine bays and a bank of five windows that are sheltered by a tiled roof overhang with modillions. 
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These and other decorative details make Charlotte Fire Station Number Six άŀ perfect companion to the 

surrounding residential ŦŀōǊƛŎΦέ8
 

  
 

Charlotte Fire Station Number Four (1926) Charlotte Fire Station Number Five (1929) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charlotte Fire Station Number Six (1929) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charlotte Fire Station Number Seven (1935) 

 
The post-World War Two years saw a major change in the design of many public buildings in Charlotte, 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŦƛǊŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ wŜōŜŎŎŀ ½ǳǊƛŜǊ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ άŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘΦέ9 Historian 

9ǊƴŜǎǘ IΦ ²ƻƻŘ LLL ŀƎǊŜŜǎΦ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ άǿƛŘŜǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴέ ǘƻƻƪ ƘƻƭŘ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘ 

Carolina architecture after 1945.10 ¦ƴƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ мфнлΩǎ ŀƴŘ мфолΩǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǊŜǾƛǾŀƭƛǎǘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 

buildings had been dominant in Charlotte and elsewhere, architects began to produce building plans in 

ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ƎŜƴǊŜǎΦ LƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴƻƴ ƛǎ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘ aΦ wΦ aŀǊǎƘΩǎ όмфлм-1977) plan for the 

new Charlotte Fire Station Number Two (1948) on South Boulevard. It is a two-story poured-in-place 

concrete structure that contains no embellishments that point toward the past. Fire Station Number 

Two also makes no attempt to harmonize with the surrounding streetscape. In sharp contrast, 

Charlotte Fire Station Number Eight (1948), also designed by Marsh, resembles a Colonial Revival style 

home.11 Indeed, to this day many residents of Charlotte who drive along The Plaza do not realize that 

the building is a fire station. 
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Charlotte Fire Station Number Two (1948) Charlotte Fire Station Number Eight (1948) 
 

Number Eight was the last revivalist style Fire Station erected in Charlotte. Mid-century modernism 

became the design vocabulary used for all the fire stations constructed here in the 1950s. Three were 

built during that decade. Fire Station Number Nine on East Boulevard (1954), Fire Station Number Ten 

(1957) on Remount Road, and Fire Station Number Eleven (1958) on West 28th Street. 

 

Charlotte Fire Station Number Nine (1954) 
Destroyed 

Charlotte Fire Station Number Eleven (1958) 

 
The architect of Charlotte Fire Station Number Nine (1954), which was deactivated and destroyed in the 

early 1980s, was James H. Benton of B. O. Vannort, Inc., an engineering firm headquartered in Omaha, 

Nebraska.12 Louis Asbury and Associates of Charlotte designed Charlotte Fire Station Number Eleven 

(1958).13 Charlotte architect Charles Wearn Connelly (1905-1967) produced the plans for Charlotte Fire 

Station Number Ten (1957).14 All three stations were configured as one-story rectangular brick boxes. 

All also occupied large suburban lots. Number Ten and Number Eleven are extant, but neither is an 

active fire station. 
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Charlotte Fire Station Number Ten (1957) 
 

Several fŀŎǘƻǊǎ ƛƴŘǳŎŜŘ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŦƛǊŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀ άƳƻŘŜǊƴ ƭƻƻƪέ ŀŦǘŜǊ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ ¢ǿƻΦ ά¢ƘŜ 

мфрлΩǎΣέ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎ wŜōŜŎŎŀ ½ǳǊƛŜǊΣ ǿŀǎ άŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΦέ15 Largely because of the 

innovative building techniques resulting from World War Two, new construction materials became 

readily available after 1945, such as pre-hung aluminum windows, pre-engineered walls, and large 

expanses of glass. Air conditioning and thermostat controlled heating systems transformed 

fenestration patterns. Automatic roll-up doors manufactured of aluminum and glass eliminated the 

need for large arched front doorways. Drying cabinets allowed architects to eliminate hose towers, an 

identifying component of pre-World War Two fire stations. 

Another stimulus for changing the design of fire stations in the late мфплΩǎ and мфрлΩǎ was that strategic 

planners, not architects, increasingly held sway over the design process. More and more fire 

departments hired firefighting experts to fashion and implement master plans. Before World War Two, 

cities  were  organized  along  railroad  corridors  and  streetcar  lines.    Planners  understood  that the 




















