Dilworth Airplane Bungalow

1. Name and location of the pperty: The property known as the Dilworth Airplane Bungalow is
located at 2144 Park Road, Charlotte, NC 28203 in the historic Dilworth neighborhood.

2. Nameand address of the present ownef the Property:

Paula Pridgen

2144 Park Road

Charlotte, NC 28203

Representative photographs of therpperty: This report contains representative photographs

of the Dilworth Airplane Bungalow.

4. A map depicting the location of thenpperty:
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5. Currenttax parcel reference and deed to thegperty: The tax parcel number of the property
is12110209.The most recent deed to this property is recorded in Mecklenburg County Deed
Book 30104, Page 559.

6. Abrief historical sketch of the pperty: This reporicontains a brief historical sketch of the
Dilworth Airplane Bungalow.

7. A brief architectural description of the ywperty: This report contains a brief architectural
desciption of the Dilworth Airplane Bungalow

8. Documentation of why and in Wwat waysthe property meetsthe criteria for designation set
forth in N.C.G.S 160A00.5:



a. Special significance in terms of its history, architecture and/or cultural importance
The Commission judges that the property known as the Dilworth Airplane Bungalow
does possesspecial significance for Charlotte and Mecklenburg Coufrtig.
Commission based its judgmeort the following consideratian

i. The Dilworth Airplane Bungalow, erected in BX2r Walter Holmes Beardsley
(1879¢ 1936)and his wifeLeila Nichols Beardsl€1894¢ 1984)is the only
local example of the Airplane Bungalstylebuilt during the Craftsman Period
(1905¢ 1930)

ii. The Airplae Bungalow style is a rare dype of the Craftsmastyle that is most
commonon the Pacific Coast andafiforniain particulat

i. TheAsianinfluencedAirplane Bungalow isspired bythe elaborated ! £ G A Y I (i S
. dzy 3 I teBignadby brothersCharles Sumner Greene and Henry Mather
Greenewho have been credited for creating the Craftsman movemditite
Californian brothed Q Ay G SNBad Ay 020K GKS 9y3fAak
Oriental wooden architecturesreflected in the Dilworth Airplane Bungalow

iv. Theincredible integrity of the home, both on the interiand exterior, makes
the bungalowan exeptional local exanple of a wellpreservedCraftsmanstyle
home.

v. The extensive use of stomerk, whichwas usedn construction otirtually the
entire first floor of the 1.5 story homeés rare in the Dilworth communitywhere
stonework was common but limited to mindeatures such as chimneys and
porches

b. Integrity of design, setting, workmanship, materials, feeling, and /or associatidrne
Commission contends that thghysical andrchitectural descriptions included in this
report demonstrate that the Dilworth Airpahe Bungalow meets this criterion.

9. Ad Valorem Tax AppraisalThe Commission is aware that designation would allow the owner to
apply for an automatic deferral of 50% of the Ad Valorem taxes on all or any portion of the
property which becomes a designatedK A & G 2 NJ&A OThé curseit appraidedalée of the
land and building i$376,600.

10. Portion of property recommended for designationThis report finds thatte interior and
exterior ofthe house and the land associated with the Dilworth Airplane Bloamgahould be
included in the landmark designation of the property.

11. Date of Preparation of the ReportApril2016

Prepared by:Paula Pridgen



Introduction

The Dilworth Airplane Bungaloiw of special architectural significance in Mecklenburg County.
Constructed circa 1925, the home is unique in thattihésonly example oftie Airplane Bngalow style,
arare sultypeof the Craftsman stylen Charlotte. The Airplane Bungalow is motemmon in
California, the home of the architect brothe@harles Sumner Greene and Henry Mather Greehe
have been credited for creating the Craftsman moveméti.

Thehigh level ofintegrity, bothin theinterior and exterior, of thilworth Airplane Bungalow is rate

find today inhomesthat were built in Charlotte durinthe Craftsmarperiod spanning the years from

1905to 1930. (1) The extensive amount of existing histomaterials and the virtuallytact interior and
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If one does not refer to the home at 2144 PadeR | & G KS a! ANLI I yS . dzy 3t f 26 53¢
G¢ RE2yS ISBrEd Bidely usedis a building materighroughout the historic Dilworth

neighborhood, butypically it is used on homes as an accent material. On the Airplane Bungalow,

instead of limiting the cobblestonsork to the porch columns anchimneythe originalownerschose to

have the entie first story constructed of stone.

Credit for the high level of historic preservationtbé Dilworth Airplane Bungalomay be due to the
limited numberof ownership change® date. The Beardsley familgonstructedthe home and held the
property until the 1970sWalter Holmes Beardslepne of the prosperous gentlemen of Charlotte in the
early 20" century, and hiswife Leila Nichols Beardsleyilt the houseshortly after they were mareid in
1924 The couple never had any children, and Walter Beardsley passed away in 1936.

Leila Beardsley owned the home until she sotd ilohn Martin, Jr. and his wife Miriam Martin

October 19, 19722) John Martin,lXp g 2dzZA R 26y FyR 2LISNI S GKS KI NRgI
located beside the home at 2200 Park RGatdINB & Sy (i R |. ®n MalR 2431998 I I&hS Maytin

was murdered at his hardware stofer an insignificant amount of mone{3)



The Dilworth Airplane Bungalow

Constructed circd925,the 1.5storysinglefamilyresidences a significant example of an Asiaspired
Airplane Bungalow, subtype of the Craftsman stylelhe dw-pitched roofsresemble the wings of an
airplane while thepop-up seond story, with its continuous banks aindowsallowing sweeping
panoramicviews of the surroundingss similar to that of a cockpdf anaircraft. The Airplane Bungalow
was common in California dagd the 1910s and 192@mit was rarely builin other parts of the country.

The Airplane Bungalois locatedon the corner of Park Roadr{ginally Avondale Aveie) and Ideal Way

in the Dilworth neighborhoodyhich was established in 1891@saNI 2 (1 1 SQa FA NHe & (G NB S (

house is located isouthernportion of Dilworth, which is eelatively newersection of the historic
neighborhoodand waspredomnantly middleclass(4) The lotwhere the home was constructed was
purchasedn Junel6, 1924 from Southside Land Company, which was incorporated in 1921 and
authorizd to deal in real estate anmbntracting (5)

The majority of homes built in the Craftsman style were inspired by two Californian brothers, Charles
Sumner Greene and Henry Mather Greene, who began designing the first Craftsman homes in 1903.
While their first houses were simple in design, later plans integratedstigh details that were
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influenced by the English Arts and Crafts movement and Griewdoden architecture. The fame

surrounding these intricatelR S& A Iy SR adzZ GAYIF 4GS odzy3alft26aé ONBI (ISR
F2NJ AAYAEFNI ONY FhGaYly odzy3dlf2g¢asz @POurioKhe®IHONE | &2
catalogs advertising house plarssconceptvhich began during the Victorian ageere extremely

popular.(6) Bungalow designs madgmpularby Greene and Greeria California bganspreading

across the country as a result of these nationdiltributed house plans.

Building plans for th®ilworth Airplane Bungalowere advertised irCraftsman Bungalows: A
collection of the latest designeriginaly published by Yoho & Merritt &eattlein 1920. The goal of the
designs presenteth the 1920s publication wa® adapt the popular bungaloswof California to the
cooler climates of northern and eastern states by addiagessary convenienceschasbasements
with furnaces.
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The Dilvorth Airplane Bungalow is design number @38he Aeroplane TypeAdvertisement for the
$20 planghat had an estimated cost of $5500 to constraontained the following description:

634¢ In design this is a good example of that known on the Pacifist@e the aeroplane

type, and its style of architectural treatment, its many curved rafters, ridgébmatkets

Ad RSNAOGSR FNBY (GKS I NOKAGSOGAzZNBE 2F WI LYy |yR
out very consistently and just far enough, as a stoflthe exterior will convince. The

cobblestone work in this house is of the very best. In planightose of the best

arrangements for five rooms. A splendid living room opening to two porches, the side

porch being in reality a carriage entrance, aigiinroom, kitchen, two bed rooms and

bath. Note the large closets and the way the stairs haeslschemed to take up as little

room as possible. The second story, which we are unable to show for lack of room, has

one bed room or dressing room, and akasleeping porch open on three sid&3.

The Dilworth Airplane Bungalolas retained a significant level of architectural integritytbon the
exterior and interior of the homeand has not been significantly expanddithis stands in stark contrast
toYlFye 27T [sralibhdgaoivivi@citiave been expandedto large, toweringor sprawling
houses

On the exteriorfi K S & O dzMdadistedly iRsBited by some of the oriendafluenced work of
Greene and Greenean be seen in the Japanesspired curved rafters extending out from the covered
porches. Itis also reflected @lements as small as the stop&nter underneath the living room
window.



Japanesédnspired Curved Rafters on Front Porch

Front PorcrRafters



CurvedSone Planter on Terrace

Other notable elements on the exterior would includetArts and Qafts-inspiredwood and glass front
door, sidelights, and living room picture winddkat all feature beveled glassidditionally, thedouble-
hung sash windows remain, many containing the original lead.glass

Original Front Door



Perhaps the most significaekterior change to the home was the removal of the rafters above the
terrace in the front, right corner of the homeOriginallythe rafters from the front and side porels
extended to the front, far right stone columriroday, a gas lantern in thea@smanstyle sison the
stone column.Despite tlis changethe exterior of the home appearsnuch the same today as it most
likely ddin 1925 Both the covered porches and all the massive, stone columns remain.

While there are other examples ofdh 634 in the United Statespewould find it difficult to find an
examplethat contains as aextensiveamount ofstonework asthat usedon the Dilworth Airplane
Bungalow. Original planshowstonework only on the chimney and supporting columns, but the entire
first floor exterior of theDilworth Airplane Bngalow was constructeith stone. The extensive use of
stonework alonemakes thenome uniquein the Dilworth neighborhood. Many other bungals\Wave
stone chimneys andtone detail on their porchedut no other housen Dilworth hasstonework caried
out as extensively as it was doae the Airplane BungalowPerhaps the lavish use thfe stonework
hintsthat the man who built thishome waswealthierthan the average bungalow owner.

In the interior of the housgthe floor planhasremained unchanged except for the small addition of a
bathroom on the back of thpop-up second floor.The 2003addtion, however, was done in the Arts
and Crafts §le and blends well with the original interiofl.he back porch was also enclosed at an
unknown dateand the back door was moved to accommodtte interior expansiorf the home
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Small Bathroomi\ddition



Enclosed Back Porch

Thehousestill boasts manylaster walls and ceilingguartersawn oakwoodwork, light fixtures, and
oak and pindlooring from its original constructionThe picture rail remains intact throughout the
home. The large sine fireplace is still in operation and a focal point of the living rogkroom divider
with built-in bookshelves separates the dining room from the living area.

Large, Stone Fireplace
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Dining Room Fixture
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Curved Staircase (View froninihg Room)

Fixture in Staircase
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Room Divider with Bookcases (Living to Dining)

Room Divider (Dining to Living)
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Picture Rail
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Medicine Cabinet & Original Fixtures
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Downstairs Tile & Tub
14



15

~
<
~
N
Al
al
R
N
N
~
-
N

DownstairdBedroom (Back)
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Upstairs Corner Sink
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Sleeping Porch

Example of Original Hardware Throughout (Kitchen Pantry)
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Front Exterior
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Front Exterior
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Side(ldeal Way Eas}
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Back of House
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Back Corner from Parking (West)

Panoamic Shot of Side (From NeighbargVest)



